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O praye for the peace of Teruſalem : they ſhall preſper that 
lone thee. 
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SER | || { pieched within & without, wah 
"|| che Dottrine of the trueth, and 
|| good and wholeſome diſcipline, 
Il* | and therefore w ſafe enough 4- 

* | gain{t all the waxes of wicked doo- 
> || ers, and oxerflowings of ungodli- 
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withus , and the God of Iacob 
that is our refuge , ſiting at the 
ftearne and houlding it , and pronowncing this bleſſing vpon it , I 
will bee with youto the end of the worlde - yer it ſubiett to 
4 the a ge of manie waters,to ſirtes, ſandes, rockes, Pyrates, and 
to euillmnunded paſſengers, that will rather hinder, then helpe in 4 
ſftorme or daunger, The laſt is not the leaſt, that this barke and 
Pinneſſe ts to feare, For as Epiphanius ſay:h, Omnem inſcenſo- 
rem vehere poteſt nauis preterfugitiuum, ths ſhippe may beare 
any paſſenger, better then a fuginue . We dmide theſe into ewo 
A 2 flockes, 
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The Boitte Dedicatory, 
flocthes, as Lahans (heepe and goates were dinided into two com- 
pames whereof ſome were blacke,other ſame party coloured. 7 t9je 
of the blacke guards are heretr ques in dottrine « thaſe thu are of 
ſuadrie colours, and cannot agree amons themſelues what they 
woulte hane, but builde with confulion of language with the buil= 
ders of Baveli,ana wh the Ephrajmites c.2nnet pronounce Shib. 
bolerth, are thoſe thi ina ſingalaritie af 0pinion, make a defe(t;. 
on, whome Augultine notizg with his mkeborne, ginet9 them 19 
milder name tes Schiſmatiques , Schiſmaticus es facrilegy 
dif-cffionehercticus fictilego dogmate « Thog art a {chiſma- 
tigne(ſuth he )in thy ſacrilegions ſeparation,and an heretique i: 
thy ſcrcrilegrors dottria, Auculttine ſampleth the fir(t ſorte to a tyor, 
ard the fegpndto 2 1Dranon, ſaying « Tunc leofuit cun apo1tc 
ſrucbar,odo diaco cum occulte infidictur + Then he is a Ly- 
on vimen he opuulie rageth, anda Dragon, wiea he prinilie lycth 
inwayte, Of this had #9371 2y Epiphanius reſþctt, when he ſated 
euery ſurcal ar tereie toa [eurrall ſerpent. A frmiltude that fell 
firly into hs purpoſe: becanſe noaſpe, viper or venemons creature, 
ſearter ſuch filthy vomit agamſt vs , and faſten ſuch venemous 
teethe vpon vs gas ſcln(pationes and heretrques, With the inſo- 
lent neighbourhood of theſe two, as wth the mal:gnaunt aſpeite of 
ro vaiuckie planets, bath the Church beene miſerably diſqui- 
eteda long time, The hereriquelthe ludas, h.uth alwayes ledde 4 
bande of ſoul liers after him , and the ſehiſmatique hath neuer 
beene without bis arſciples and ſectaries, Of herettqurs we hiae 
had [::ch ſwarmes at all trmes, as if hell had empriea it ſelfe,and 
cleans 4-79: ged her tomacke on the lappe of the Charch : the ſun 
anithe ayer that is thecleare ſunncanilioht of the worde , hath 
beeue darkened by rhe ſraoake of thepit, The blame whereof ts to 
bee giren to the peruerſeneſſe of mens minds, that lowe da) keneſſe 
rather then light ava to grope with the Sodamntes, fora wall at 
noone Aiye, who willbee blind with their excs open, and will not 
with Elzice the Lempe of God burning m the Temple. The number 
of theſe without number 1 ſpall not, if I might, goe about to com- 
prote, ana comprehende mm this narrowe roome and compalſe of 4 
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Epiſtle . They moſt ofthem were occupied about the perſon of 
Chriſt caſting their fltkineſſe agamſt his hoalyneſſe: enther deny. 
mg the eterzalluatere of the ſonne of god, or calling mo queſti- 
en the traeth of ts incarnation, crelſe violatmg the vnitie of his 
perſon,or elſe compow:dmg and con founding the diſtinttion of his 
names . Inhis dininitie erred, ueryrankelhe, theſe of auntienter 
tz5me,Noctus, Praxcas, Hermogenes, Sabellius, wirk whome wee 
conſorte Berillus and Marcellus, knowne by the title ana name of 
Panuipaſſiani,or otherwiſe ſurramed Vnionite, becauſe they wold 
rot acknowledge three perſons but onely three voices in: the myſte= 
ry of the Trinitie, Hereupon Arius,Photinus, Artemon, affirmed 
thitthe ſonne had abe ginming,ana was not exerlaſting. Agarn, 
Fuomius aud AErtius Conceized the ſonne to bee wnlike his Fa- 
ther : nhich ſlamblmg blacke while Ebion,Bafilides, Cerinthus, 
Carpocrates, Paulus Samoſatenus , are warie to auoyae, they take 
agreate fail, profeſſing the Son of God to bee but a meere man. 
Farther, Cerdon, Martion, /fanichcus Valentinus imagined 
him tobee but a cypher, fantaſie or vaine imagination, orto haue 
brous ht a body from beauenwith him, and as apelles ſayth, com- 
patt 14 conglurimated of ſtarres, or a bodye without a ſoule , as 
Apollonarzus frmteſyeth JPhich Pinking dunghill of rotten here- 
fires ts ſkirred and digged vpp new, by heret1ques of this ape, eſþe= 
cially that rogurſh oprnion of Eutiches, who gine to Chriſt a dei- 
fied bodie. Now the Neſtorians treade as much awrie ofthe other 
Jeae,gining two perſons to our Sauioure Chriſt teaching that the 
worae 15 preſent with Chriſt by ashſtance. Thus is Chriſts coate, 
that was without (came, miſerablie mangled with therr circuler 
queſtions: Ney they hath the myſterie of miquitie thus ceaſed, but 
Sathan that cannot put off his nature , by his emniſſaries and , 
fattine injtrwmentes,the Papiſtes, the incendiaries of theſe dayes, 
hath kindled hot coales of fire, m the Church , and hath pow- 
red ſuch poyſon into the boſome of it, as it muſt be a greate deale 
of Triacle that muſt purge it. But wee ſhorlde d:ſcharge our 
felnes of thatwell enough , if wee cou'a be ar amitie and vnitye 
with our ſelues , and woulde fight with oz ioqnte forces againſte 
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Edom, Babylon, Ammon, a»d Aram,with Toab and Abifai, 
and not ſtrike our ſelnes with our owne quilles , as the Baalites 
lawunced themſelues , wth ther owne knmes. If onr kmgdome 
were as ſtrong as the dinels,dimſion woulde ſoone vriounte, and 
diſſolue it. For if Sathan be dinided againſt Sathan , how can his 
kingdeme ſtand, ſaith our Sauioure Chriſt ? But this us the car. 
buncle, botch, and byle of our eccleſiaſtical bodie,we difſolue the 
Zach,1!.14 brotherhood between ITudah and Itraell: whereas frater xx cal. 
led quaſi fere alter, we are brethren in emll,dinided in Tacob,and 
ſcattered im Tſraell, Eccleſiz titulo armantur qui contra cccleti- 

am dimicant:they are vuder the bauner of the Church, that fight 

againſt the Church.It s Chryloſtomes obſernation,that there is 
mgendred in cuery thing, andproceedeth out of it , that which in 

tyme,f it beno: looked too,will conſume the thing: as out of wood 
commeth a worme, out of 4 ks moathe, out of a greene 

hearb: a canker, by which the woodde ts fretted , the garmenre ts 
hindered,the herbe perifheth. This hath too lmelie an application 

to the Church, For in Adams houſe was a wicked Caine, in the 

arke of Noah was an accurſed Cham , in the familie of Abra- 

ham was a flowting Iimaell, wnder the roofe of renerend Eli, 

were two Ungrations waggeſtringes bis ſonnes , Ophni and Phi. 

neas : ## Dauids courte, there was the rebell Abſalon : in the 

the ſchoole of Chriſt was the traitour Iudas,in the companie of the 

Deacons was the crewe of the Nicolaitans . How the ſetled ſtate 

of our church hath beexe diſquieted with home-borne croſſebiters, 

male contentes and wranglers, to whome it u good Sorte and 
gameſome, the diſtrattion of the churche of Corynthe, ſome cal- 

:.Cort. ling themſelges Cephiſtes, ſome Paulines,otherſome Apolloni» 
ails,/f7/ng themſelaes Browniſtes , Barowiltes, of the fraterni- 

tie of the familie of lone, and taking manye ſuch odde titles to 
themſelucs, I woulde wee conlde forget, as weewell remember. [ 'f 

the ſame moulde that now conereth ſome of the authors and ring- 
leaders of theſe rowres, might haze onerwhelmed their fattions, 

- we woulac not hane ſo ſharpened our pennes againſt them. But be- 

cauſe they are b<lluz multorum capitum , beaſtes with oa 
cads, 
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heades,and they infelt like a byle in abodie, like a ſinke ina cine, 
and they are ſparkes that ſer the whole church onfire , wee maye 
not forbeare thems. For they haue doone more hurte alreadie, then 
anie can dmineand like they are to doo more gf their argumentes 
be not in time aunſwered with a ſurwynder, taken from the magi- 
ſtrates ſcabbarde, that may choke their lzues, and put themto a 
non plus. For the open perſecutor,ts not ſo nefarious as the prepoſte- 
rous 2clows profeſſor .Ofwhich I mult tel, what aholy father ſaith, 
Venit perſecutor, & non fregit crura Chriſt - venit Donatus, 
& dirupit ecclefiam chriſti,integium corpus chriſti manet, in- 
termanus perſecutorum, The perſecutor came, and d:d not 
breake the legges of Chriſt: but in came Donatus, and broake 
the Church of Chriſt;the body of Chriſt remayned whole, be- 
tweene the handes of his perſecutors . The due regarde hereof 
dealeth with vs,to praye inceſſauntlie for the peace of leruſalem, 
and to enſue u(all we may ) with contention of ſides, intention of 
mindes inuentions of argument s:wherein, when we hane doone our 
vitermoſte endenoure, we ſhall nener doo enough, For bee wee more 
watchfull then Argus,we ſhall ſtill find more to doe. And here I may 
not let paſſe the diſciplinarians of our dayes, who in ſuch nice arffe= 
 rences between vs will not be traftable: for whoſe ſake onely [ pene 
ned this treatiſe,jn a loue vnfayned towardes them, as I defrreta 
[me ,as reuerencing manye of their perſons, and honouring theyr 
religion,tendring theyr zeale, but wiſhing it were ſeaſoned with 
more knowledge, Heerem the Papiſtes pus, 7 are as lonathans 
arrowes,beyonde and ſhort the marke. Iwoulde we were allof vs 
middlngs in the Kinges high waye, wthout turning aſide to a- 
nye.of theſe bywayes , of the left hand , or the right . Theſe 
labonrs Ipreſent to your Graces good learning , and hking , to 
commend them to the preſſe,or vterly ſuppreſſe them,as it pleaſeth 
Jour Loraſhip e.For to whome ſhoulde 1 gine them, rather then to 
the Father Ros Charch that ſtand nodoubt moſt Fatherly affec- 
tedrowardes vs, and maynteineth the dininity that ts heere hand- 
led? Thane alſo twice taſted of the lowing inclination of your nature: 
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and therefore theſe paines, as the abilitye of the whole mas, aye 
conſecrated to your Grace, The Almightye god gine youro 
ſee manye dayes in honour, to the honour of his preate 
name,and tothe enlargement of the Chris 
tranquillity, ſo many yeeres now (bleſſed 
be his Maicſty )comtinued 
Among vs, 


Your Graces inalldutie, 


SaMvail GarDinaa, 


PR” rn 
"\ 


To the learned brethren of the Mini- 
ltery.diſcontented withthe goucrnement 


of the Church of England, and to allof 


that ſide, Grace ard peace. 
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== T «ke god to witreſſe, whem I ſerne in my 
WES ſoule, tht in all ſingleneſſe of mind, in 
273 \ fo | render regard of the peace of the Church, 
i = oo OY 1d the welfare of you al,t haue adareſſed 
Ly 3] 6 Þf 221 [elfe totbs ireatiſe: his great name in 
LS Az my deuotions being firſt inuccated, that it 
weld pleaſe him to ſanttfietheſe ſtudies and to gine me the 
tongue of the wiſe, and the pen of the ready writer , to put 
fer:h thinges in ſeaſon to the ſlrengthning ofthe weak,to the 
encouragement of the forward,te theinſttgation of the back- 
ward,and the conuiction of the obſtinate.In the unqueſtiona« 
bie aſſurance whereof, 1ſpeake now vnto you,( my certificate 
bem the cheerfalneſſe he hath ginen me,all the while 1 was 
in hand with the following diſcourſe:) and am ſo Jealous in 
the cauſe:the fire of his ſþtrit, the worke of all good motions, 
kindling the coales of theſe meditations. $0 that Itake upthe 
ſaying of the Poet: 


Eft deus in nohis agitante caleſcimus illo, Ouidies: 


And though Iſpeake but to your eare one:ye, or rather to the 


ay*r-yet my witneſſes are in heauen , with what affections 1 
B 4188 


P id 
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ars trained tothic treati ſe that will beare mt record wy ſcope 
z« to ſhew you: that the o4des betweene you and vs are not of 
that importance to denide and ſunder you from vs : but that 
ſering grane ana godly, #therit 7 will not chat we ſhuwuld come 
$9 you,that you for order and godly authority ſake would ap 
ply your ſelues to vs. T hat by our ioynt conformity we might 
all procceae in the conmon cauſe of Religion , andleadet/ e 
peovle inthe right way, of the kuowledze of Chriſt crucified: 
as the Iſr.ielites lede Dauid to Hebron, with a ſimple and 
| perfect beartsT hat thercby we might be built like leruſalem 
E:ch.17. that 15a city ihat tat wnuy with it ſelſe, and as the Anze!s 
of themercy ſeate, that turnes face toface : and not thus tobe 
tyed back toback, as Samplons foxes; that made nething 
but ſpoile and waſt: were they went:or to be as a diſordered 
or confuſed army of (:ch ſencrall bchaniour:one part ioynine, 
another deniaing companyes: Some ſtanding ſtill, other ſome 
running away Read with Indeement without freiudicegand 
let me haue but lone for lowt again,and I defire no more. And 
iſo much 1 do deſerue:wherefore if thou beeſt wanting therin, 
thou dorſt me more wrone,@ theblame ts only thin e.Reaſon 
would that none ſhould be ſo wedded to hs will: but that he 
(bould chance it when better reaſon mocuech, Farewell, 


Dialogue or conference, betweene 


Freneus and eAntimachus,about 


the rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church of Enzland. 


RENAEvs, Well met my good 


TEE YRENAEY 5. 
| va") AF — friend Antimachus , how doe 
> {2 ||| you, youlooke ſomwhat ſadly, 
= | what is the matter? 

ASRY Azntimachus. Lam fad indeed, 
Fe becauſe I may not yſe the liber- 


ty of my conſcience,and becauſe 
A conicience fake onely, I am 
depriuedot my liuing, 

Treneas, Indecd it it be ſo,you 
haue cauſe to be ſad. But I mar- 
uaile it ſhoulde bee fo in this Realme of England, where the 
golpell is freely preached by publique authority, and the prea- 
chers thereof are ſo countenanced,by the king and ttate,] feare 
you are not conformableto the diſcipline of the Church:and fo 
| hate offended the law 1n that caſe, tor which youare ſocenſu- 
red. 

Azatimachius, True,this is the onelye argument of my trou-= 
ble. 

[renens. And why may not you with a good conſcience,di- 
oe{t the orders of the Church, as well as others, that ate graue, 
andlearnedand are not to be touched wita Popery , for ordcr 
and pcace ſake, 


\- 
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of the rites and Ceremonyes 


. Antimachu, Thaue many reaſons whic indeede andincon- 
ſcience I cannot, | 
Tren: 1 praylet vs heare them. 

Antimachas: It is to no purpoſe to tell them you : for they 
will not mooue you : for you will bean abſolute formaliſt, 
when I hare ſaide what Ican,and you can conceiue what they 
arc, | 

ren. Though I conceiue moſt of them, yer I would gladiy 
heare them all,and conferre with you about them , and it your 
reaſons be beiter than mine, ſhall promiſe you to turne coppy 
and ro beof your mind, requiring the like condition at your 
bands,ifin d:{putxcionlT ſhal vanquiſh you: Ard this is an equal 
courſe of both tides, which no ſcholler ſhouide refuſe, and wee 
haue borh of vs been {chollers in in our time, 

Amimachns, 1 know enough in theſc matters already, and 
tncy are without diſputation or queſtion. 

Treneiz, IT would not haue any that beareth the name of a 
{ſchollerto ſay ſo.There is none fo learned, but by reading and 
conference he may adde more to his learning, It was So/ons ſays 
ing,one of the Sages of Greece, ſeneſco ſemper mu/lta add:ſcens. 
And Marcus Antomm,the Emperour, only to learne ſorthing 
from his mouth,often went to viſit Sextizs rhe philoſopher, ar 
his houſe, ſaying: Pulchrum ſeneſcents diſcere, It is comendabie 
in anold manto learne, And Saluines Inlianm, awoorhy law- 
ycr,was wont t9 fay,though he had one foote in thc oraue,that 
he would ftil] lcarne. Yeazhe that is molt learned,may learn ot 
another,as Xes did of lethro. | | 

Antimachine, Well, lam content. Let ys then walke , 2nd 
tako togot':or, 

Jrenc:4 Put will you then yeelde, if you haue the weaker 
fd-,and {ub{cribetothe orders of the Church? | 

Autmachus, I will, Andyou againe will reuerſe your pre- 
ſent mind,and concur in iudgement with me,if 1 ſnall perſwade 
my caule by better reaſon, 

[renezs. Elfc it were no bargaine:T will with all my hart. 

Antmachus, Then begin when you xvill, 

. Jrenem. 


of tbe Church of England, 


Irene, But let ys begin with prayer,and ſo we ſhall ſpeed 
the better. 

Antimachus, Tt is well faid,l like that wel, concetue you the 
prayer,and1 ſhall ioyne with you, 

Irenery. O Lord thou haft ginenwvs thy holy word, as 4 lantern 
toour feere,and a light unto our pathes: illuminate our underſtan- 
ding,thou that art the fatherof lights vn the light of thy ſpiret : 
and let the ſurne beames of thy holy. word ſhine vpon our heartes : 
that the eye of ur inward man may be opened, ard we may ſeethe 

tracth, and follow it mloge, and with one mend glorifie thy name, 
and ſcehe the peace and travgmillity of the Church,and the common 
[aluation, Amen. 

Antimachus. Amen, | 

Ireneus, Well then Antimachaus, that we may haue ſome 
ground to ſtand on, what are the points that you ſtand vpon, 
that you do miſhke? | 

Antimachas, 1 differ chiefly from you in two points: name= 
lyin the garments of the miniſters, andeſpecially in the fur. 
pleſie:but moſt of all 1n the crofle in baptiſme. 

Irenzus, Why in the garments? 

Antimachns, 1. Fir(t becauſe this diſtin&tion of garments 
that are enioyned vs,doe properly appertaine to the prieſthood 

of 4aron:which is now out of date, and is not to be reuerſ{cd, 
anſwer me to that, 

Treneus. That 1s a knot eafic to be yndone, and I thus aun- 
ſiver you. In the law and prieſthood of Aaron, there were facra- 
ments, by which it pleaſed God'to conſigne his promiſes of 
Chriſt,that was to come,all which I acknowledge to be repea- 
led, and that wweareto belecue that Chriſt is giuen, and is not 
now to be giuen,and,other new fignes and charters of his pro= 
miſes,in the roome of the old, being crdained ynder the goſ- 
pell, by the Lord himſelf, which are bread and wine,we are not 
to bring into yſe againe,the old ſcales and markes.But yet nor- 
withſtanding, there were there ſome aQions , that wete of 
tat natur<,as the y could not kindlie be called ſacraments, for 
they ſerucd for decencic,and order,and ſome apt yic, which as 
P 3 A haumg 
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hauing good congruitie with the light ofnature, and ſomwhat 
appertaining toour good, Famof the mind, that they may be 
reuiuedand retayned; who doth not know,that the Apoſtles for 
the peace and fellowſhip of the faithful, did giue in commaun. 
dczncont tothe Chat they (ſhould abſtaine from thinges, 
offered to Idols,and from bloud, and that is (trangled ; which 
queſtionleſſe, were prouiſoes in the law,belonging to the prieſt 
hood of Aaror,it we will generally reſpe&t what that law deli- 
uered.Tythes alfſoarc in vic,in moſt churches, which we ſhal not 
find mentioned in the new Teſtament, which we doubt not to 
be due by the law of god now. tt being as free tor any Chriſti. 
an magil{trate, to deduct civill lawes from the Iewiſh policie, as 
for the Romanes,to borrow from the Athenians, and ſome ci- 
ties of Germaniefrom the Venetians,certaine of their ordinan- 
ces, Moſes was the captaine lawgiuer, with whome Theſe, 
Romulus, Iſmos , Numa , Solon,are no way tobe compared, 
We alfo giue inſtance of Pialmes and Hymnes, which rake not 
Iſuppoſe any authority from the lawe of the gofpell, burthey 
have very good foundation,in the old charter, Morcoucr, Am- 
broſeexpounding the fourteenth chapter and 26, verſe of the 
firſt epiltle to the Cormrbians,plainly fayth, that the manner of 
prophecying, there deliuered by Paul, was borrowed from the 
{ynagogues,and brought into our churches, We haue alſo feſtt- 
uall daycs,inremembrance ofthe birth, death, reſurreCtion, al- 
cenſion of our Sauiour Chriſt,Shall we aboliſh all theſe, becauſc 
thcy haue ſo nigh neighbourhood, and cognation with the old 
lcoall,and leuitcall ceremonics? 

Antimaciu, Youhauc here opened a gap,to manic ſupeitti- 
tions,as to holy water, perfumes, and infinite ſuch trinkets. 

Ireneus, Not ſo,for we replic furtacr, that there 15a meane 
and moderation to be holden, in rhe entertaining of primatine 
ceremonies, thatthe church be not agorauated or furcharged, 


wihincſethingstand that we arc not to oc any religion vnto 
ticm,as thete was to holy water, incenſe and fuch things. A- 
gNXC WC arne Chriſtians to be cautelous, that they endanger 
adt tacu Chiiltian liberty, that albcit ſoc anticntcr ceremo=- 
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nies be reſtored, yet they be nor ſo receiued,as neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, But ſo totolerate andyſe them, as when it ſhall ſeeme 
cood by higher powers,they may as ſuperfluous or little profi- 
table,vrow our of vſe,as it may well be done in theſe garments, 
when 1t ſh1ll pleaſe our commaunders. In the meane while,ler 
vs be contented, and imbrace the ſweet peace and welfare of- 
{ered vs, ynder ſuch gentle fauourable, and honeſt conditions, 
The learned brethren in the daics of Queen Afarie,wou!d have 
embraced with both armes, ſuch a conſideration as this for the 
purchaſe of their lives and liberty, 
Antimachis. It isto purpoſe that you fay, but I affault you 
with anew argument,t!1us, Theſe garments that are enioyned 
v5,arc reliques of Rome,and old Popiſh traſh : wherfore,as we 
haue renounced the Pope ant his religion, we ought to haue no 
ting to do with his reliques of ſuperſhtion., 
[renens, You ſhall never prooue, that this different habite, 

ofthe miniſters, that you cannot like,was firſt founded by the 
Pope.I am ſure that the e/Zgypriansin the facritices of //5long 
before ever there was a Pope, were cloathed with white gar- 
ments,as the Poet Owiateltiticth, ſaying; 

Nunc dza linigera colitar celeberrima turba. Po 

The goddeſſegreat by enerie wight, Ouidhus, 

I; naw ador'd with garmentswhite, | p 
And we find in the (tories of the Church, that Jobnithe Apoſtle 
ware at Epheſus a pontificall breaſt plate. And the Deacon Pox- 
12 witneſleth of Cyprianthe Martyr,that when he was to dye, 
he vaue his furpleſſe to the Deacons, and Rood inlinnen robes. 
Fierame ſheweth, that there was anvniforme habite of mini- 
ters in minitration and ſeruice of religion # anda diftering at 
tire for the vſe of common life. This vniforme habite whichwas + 
vicd inthe religion of god, by the Biſhop, prictt, and Deacon, | 


was the white yeſture as the {me father elſewhere reacheth, Hicron.li. 


ſaying: [s it any enmitre 9 09d, if { weave «white garment, that is 1+ aduer!, 

eomelie? /f the Biſhop,prieſt,or Deacon, and the reſt of Ecclefiaſti- pelag.1u, 

eall [4 bs Re / : : I.Cap.g 
all ranke, come to adminiſter the vſuall ſacrifice m awhue ve- 

fire, are thy therefore hereby Goas adurrſaries? Now that it was 

the 


%. 


Hieron.li:, 


"MM 


« & RAC 
0 Tg TY IE OPENER 
\ 1" SR LOB be 3 ab EK ny, 3-5 2s IP g's 


& ed WT 0 Or 


Conc il. 
Carthage 


Canon 46. 


| ofthe rites and Ceremonies 

the receiued vic ofthoſe times, wherein that holy father Hierom 
liued, to put on white garments,inthe execution of divine ſer= 
uice,and in the celebration of the bleſſed ſacraments,the coun» 
ſcllof Carthage maketh proofe, ar which were preſent, two 
hundredand tourceen Biſhops, among whome was Auguſtine, 
The teſtimony of that Counſell is this, D:aconz tempore oblatia 
ons tantumvel leftionss alba induirur, The Deacos onelie inthe 
time of obiation or reading ,ts cloathed mwhite raiment . Chriſe. 
ftome,alſomaketh mention, of the white garments ofthe mi. 
niſters ofthe church. Antient writers do report, that the Chriſti- 
ans when they were conuetted to Chriſt,changed their habit,& 
in ſtead of their gowne, tooke a cloake ; for which when they 
were flowted by the heathens, Terralliar wrote a learned trea- 
tiſe ofthe cloake, And we may not be ignorant, that to ſuch as 
were centred the church by baptiſme,an A/be or white garmet 
was deliuered. Wherefore hence it is a clecre caſe, that before 
the popes viurped tyranny had beginning, there were no few 
differences of garments in the church, Bur to yeld you ſo much 
for further conference ſake, that the Pope was the Patrone of 
theſe garments:your conſequence will not hold, that therefore 
they are to be abſolutely refuſed. For to reſtrain ys from eue- 
ry thing that the Pope vſeth, isto nip the neck of the Church 
with too ſtraight a yoake,and tolay too creat a burdcnoſ bon- 
dage ypon it. Truly our forefathers in a good diſcretion coulde 
pu yn the temples of [dols vntoxeligious vies,and to the 
trew ſeruice and worſhip of god, and diuert ſuch reuenues as 
had bin formerly deuoted to vild vices, as to the imaginary gods 
of the gentiles, totheatrical! paſtimes,to their veſtall virgines: 
to the maintenance of Church miniſters. Wheras before they 
ſcruednot only Antichriſt,bur the diuell, The Pocts did dedi- 
catethe fruits of their wits,thcir verſes, and pamphlets to their 
{cucral Muſes and Gods, yet holy writers, where they haue foiid 
any goodſtuffe,in them worthy of their vſe, they hauc bin bold 
romake benefit of them, wherin they hauc the Apcttle Paw 
their example,who brought three quotatios of poets, as of Mee 


wander, Aratiu,Epimenides,into the body of the Bible » Who 
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doth not a!ſo know that wine was confecrated tro Bacrhar, 
bread to Ceres, water to Neprure,oyle to ineraa, learning to 
IMercurie, Mnſick to the Muſes or Apollo, and many other 
ſuch things yee may reade in Terr#/lianhis treatiſe, De corond 
militis, here he dealeth with this ſubieR matter:ail which we 
make no bones to yſc;as well in ſacred as prophane vies,aldeit 
they had bin dedicated to Idols or deuils? 

Antimachus, Youhaue ſet a good dic vpon a courſe cloath, 
This faſhion and forme of miniſters atrire;is but an humane in- 
uention:1s it any more ? | 

Irene. It 1s,For the linnen garment and veſtiments of the 
church,haue yery nigh reſemblance of Aarons Ephod, andhis 
other pontificall induments ordained by god, The linnen gar- 


ment was afterthat a ſymbole of a profeſſor of religion , as S4-1.Sam,z; 
»mels linnen coate was to him, and as Daxids linnen Ephod #Sam.s. 


was, wherwith he was girded when he danced before the Ark. 
And the roabes of our Biſhops are taken vp in immitationof 
the high prieſts robes,enioyned at the appointment of God b 
MeſesBut let it be an humane inuention, becauſe it pleaſet 
you to think no berter of it. Are you in that mind, that all hu- 
mane inuentions,are to be throwen out of the church ? If you 
thinke ſo, then muſt we alter the time ofour Communions, it 
being at ſupper , and firſt of all celebrated by Chriſt atnight, 
and humane wiſcdome hath lawfully enou 
the time, and traſlated it to the morning, So that receiued order 
ofthe priniitiue church, that the price of ſuch things, that were 
fould,ſhould be laide at the Apoſtles feet, was meerly mans or- 
dination and conſtitution : wherefore you may aſwell tomack 
that,and except againſt it, | 
A»timachus, But I pray you what yſc is there of them, that 
you pleaſe to pleade fo for them? 
renew. Truly,much euery way, For they are not without 
_u and proper fignification, 1. For the linnen garment in 
iuine ſeruice is more comedable then that which is of woole, 
becauſeit isa ſymbole and ſigne of innocencye and puritie z 
wherfore it is ſaid inthe Reuelation,of the ſaints,that they _ 
C1 
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be cloathed with long white robes, | 
Antimachus. Our facred profeſſion ſfignifieth ſo much, ler 
-vs therfore ſamole it, noc Hgnifie that purity, 
Irerarns, You nay tell Pau!{o much, when he decreed amons 
1.Co.11.5+ the Corinthians,that the woman ſhould haue her head couereg 
| and the man ſhould be barcheaded,and ftandeth only vpon the 
fgnificationof it, You may herin ſay vnto him;let the man ſhew 
himtclte his wiwes head,and let the womans behauiour declare 
that ſhee is ſubie& to her huſband, and let them not by dum 
19nes demonſtrate it, Bi the Apoſtle; wiſedom thought it be 
hoofeful!,that both by ſayings and Genes they ſhould bc leflo. 
ned in tneir duties. | 
Anumachus, Is there no other yſc of the garmentes bur 
tN15? 
Trenans. Pithagoras giueth me this yſe beſide, that the lin- 
nen garment putreth me 1n mind of my firſt eſtate, before fin 
came intothe world,that I ſhould labour what T might to reco- 
ver that againe:as the wollen weed doth ſet before mine eyes, 
the miſeries of this preſent life, of fin, of death, the wares of fin 
duc ynto vs ail, by te fall of Adam, For you cannot haue a gar- 
ment of wollen without the death or iniury offcred to the beaſts 
that giue them, for which cauſe ( as Pythagoras ſayth ) wollen 
was an abhomination in a garment: hurline and flax whereof 
the linnen garment is made, becauſe it growcth out of the earth 
without wreng done to the life of that is bad. 
Aztimachus, Can you yet make more meaning hereof? 
Mal.z.1, HY{renens. 2, Further the linnen garment is the marke of my 
high calling, of the dignity of my place and perſon. For the mi- 
nilters are calted the Angels and meflengersof the Lorde of 
hoaſts : and Angels almoſt alwayes appeared to men cloathcd 
in white garments, Why ſhould we therfore come with ſuch 
ſhredding knines, to pare the church of her lawfull liberty in 
the garments rhat it vſeth, and enioyneth, placing noreligion 
therin,and being ſo ſpare of ceremonies as itis ? /erome in his 
fccond booke againſt /oxiniar, inhibiteth this white attire to 
Monkes,becauſc it was fo triumphant and ftately, as it was c- 
ucr 
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uer ſo in account among the 299 GE 1H ay their ma- 
oiftrates were called Candidati,becauſe they came intothe ſe- 
nate of Rome,in white robes: Afterward,there werethole that 
were thus cloathed, that were called Candidati Ceſarrs, who 
were Ceſars Secretaries,and read the Emperors letters openly 
inthe Counſell houſe, In thoſe times none might weare ſuch a 
garment, but great men,ſfuch as were called albe galimne fily,men 
of creat fortunes,and excelligg in authority.Now then becauſe 
we haue obteined ſohigha name, as to be the Lords Angels, 
and Embafladors,let vs be thus apparelled like men of our de- 
orce. Achaband [ehoſophat wentin royall robes, And religious 


Queen E(fey was apparrelled according to hereſtate. And her 2.Ring.z2, 


good vncle Mordechai, was arrayed like an honourable man, 
So was Damel,when he was aduanced, ſuited accordingly, So 
was Herod. Along gowne is fitting a counſellor, a ſhort velture 
is fora day labourer or yulgar lay perſon, and the white orna- 
ment hath beſt correſpondency with the miniſters office,offuch 
dignity and preheminency, ., 

Antimachus., But in my mindche eyes of the people, that 
are wholy fixed vpon ſuch obiects,draw away their minds from 
better thoughts, For as children delight more in the pictures, 
thatarc in their bookes,then in their leſſons: So the people, to 
feed their fancies,do more regard ſuch apparell, then the prea- 
ching of him that weareth it, 

[rengtys, It willnot be ſoif the outward ornaments of the 
church be but ſuch,as commonly haue bin vied, eſpecially if 
they be plaine as the ſurpleſſe,rotchet,and the nabite of our mi- 
nilters and Biſhop is, For the yſe, and plainneſle of them pre- 
uentand take away al manner of admiration.I would alfothink 
it morelikely,that the people, whileſt in wonder they behould 
ſuch things, would fall into further and deeper meditations of 
diuine matters, | 

Antimachus. How happeneth it, ſeeing there is ſuch mulci- 


plicity of gaod vſe in theſe garments,that many other reformed ' 


caurches entertain them not? 
lrenaus, Noneſt eadem ratio vrbis & orbis,Lawes may dit- 
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fer according tothe nature and condition of the place, For o« 
ther manners agree with other men, other meats deli g\tother 
ſtomacks,other ayer is more fit for othernatures, and ſoma 

other lawes be for other countries, Bur it is needefull that one 
are ſhould be vnder one diſcipline. Itis Carrivs his ſaying, 
Einſdem inris eſſe debent qui ſub eodem rege vitturiſunt, They 
ought tobe vnder one law,that are ynder one Prince, For diui- 
fion in lawes,maketih a diuifion,and partition in the Kinodom. 
For as a painter, though he be neuer lo cunning a workman, 
and haddowerk his worke with neuer ſuch lively and orient 
colours, ro make two boords ſcem one;yet if thoſe boords be 
not better glued togetiter,they will be ſeen to be two: ſo,tiar 
the church or common wealth may be one, the people muſt be 
coadunated or coanimated in one;or elſe a rupture in the frame 


Delegib, of government, will very ſoone appeare.It is equality that con- 


lb.s, 


Htoyneth friendſhip, and is the mother of friendſhip , as P/ato 


ſfayth. Andinequality as Ariftor/e ſaith, is the foundation and 


Polit. Iib.5 oround of ſuf pition:Now there isno equality in this that ſome 


Cap, 
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&2. ſhould be ſquare, and others round:ſome white, fome black.Bur 


hereof we will intreat more afterward. 

Antimachss. But might we not haue an abſolute diſcipline 
and gouernement forthe Church, though there were no can- 
nons for apparell;bur euery one were leftro-his owne choyce 
therin? | 

Trenens. Though there were no Prouilſo in this caſe,yet rea* 
ſonſhouid per{ſwade vs that we ſhould, as in otherthings,be v» 
niforme in apparell.Grareza» doth aduiſc ys to fuite our ſelues in 
our habite,to thoſe among whome we do conuerſe: plainly ſay. 
ing,that he that doth otherwiſe, is eyther ſuperſtitious, or hu- 
morous. The gloflary propoundeth ys this rule to obſerue, that 
in the forme 4 oa apparell, we would apply our ſclues to thc 
cultome'ofthe place wherin we liue, To him conſent Panorm:- 
tanus Benedittzs,Caprea Baldus,Tbomas Terom, who commen- 


= deth Nepotian for obſcruing this rule, And-it is Anguſtmn ard. 


reion in his volume of Chriſtian learning, that we diuide not 


our {clues intheſe tranſitory things, fro the ynity ofthe _— 
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and from the vſe of the rimes,2nd places where we live. And 
Ambroſe holdeth it very decent, and becomming our duty,to 
' accommodate our ſelues to the cuſtoms of the countries where 
. we conuerſe,if we would not be offenſiue to any, or haveany 
offenſiue to ys. In old time atRome,and afterward at Conftan- 
tinople,there were exerciſes and games of running kept,which 
continued to the time of Phoca the Emperour , where the ac- 
tors and curfitors diuided themſelues by their colours in their 
ſuites of apparel, ſome in green,ſome in a ſadder white. Here- 
upon there grew partaking among the people , and chooſing 
of fides,and therwithall fuch enuy, emulations, affeftions, as 
afterthey had done their ſports,they beganto be in earneſt, and 
each part tofight vnder his coſours, that it coſt a deale of bloud 
in e/Zgypt,Syria,Greece.Ochoſias aſked his Legats, whohehad 
ſent to the god of Acharonfor oracle,of what forme and habite 
the man was,that met them:and they anſwered, he was a hay- 
ry man, and was girded about the reynes with a lether irdle, 
Which was a marke of knowledge enough tothe king,though 
they knew not his name: It is Ehas the Thiſbite fay th he.So, as 
the Prophet was knowne by his habite, # were well that the 
Lords miniſters might be known by their formall attyre, Jt can 
not be deuiſed how we ſhould treade awrie, in framing our 
{clues to forme of lawe herein, ſecingno religion is repoled in 
them,and'thar it is withother externe ceremonies,a m ixt mat- 
ter of indifferent & middle nature, 8 may adeſſevel abeſſe ſine in- 
reritu ſubietti, And as S. Paul ſayth, Let no man indge you of meate 
0r arinke,or in _ of an holy day, or of the new moone,or of the 
fabbaoth daies:lo we may fſay,let no man indge vs of apparell. coj.,; 
For as meat,ſo rayment,commendeth vs not to god, The ſuper- 
ſition in this ceremonie is among the deſidious and reſty Cloi- 
ſterers, the mopiſh monks, to whomitiis great religion to bee 
buried in a Cowle,or monaſtichall habit. | 
Antimachn, You haue ſaid in the matter of the garments, 3 
enough,and Ihold them tollerable.Burthat which ſtabberh my 
confcience,isthe crofle in Baptiſme.And that is the hooke I can 
not ſwallow:1.becaulc itis a dangerous addition to the wſtitu- 
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tion of the ſacrament: 2. there is no warrant in the worde of 
god for it: 3. andno one thing ſomuchas that, hath bin ſuper- 
{titiouſly abuſed; 4,and there is no vic of it. 

Trenens, All your reaſons by your leaue arclooſe, and we 
will prooue them ſo to be, 1. If your fir{t ſuppoſall were true, 
you had ſaid enough. Forthe viall of the Lords curſe is powred 
vpon them, that ſhall adde, or withdraw from his booke, he 
ſhall be ſure to be blotted out of the booke of life, and to haue 
no part in the holy city.Be this formidable preſumption there- 
fore far trom euery Chriſtian:ſure we are,it concerneth not our 
church. For the inſtitution of baptiſme is performed by vs, as 
Chritt commaunded,and no otherwite, The forme thereof is 
finiſhedgthe ſacrament abſolucd,and the child abſolutely Chri- 
ſtianized, before it is hgned. 

Your ſecond argument, wherby you would conclude it to be 
valawfull, becauſe the word of God hath not warranted it,isnot 
{o warrantable,Our con ſciences are (atiſficd in this ation, be- 
cauſe the word ſtandeth not againſt ys. I doubt not that it is 
lawfull for the chiete magiſtrate,to giue lawes and Canons for 
the church or ciuil ſtate, though they concur not ſo abſolutely 
with the word of god:ſo as they no way be repugnant vnto it. 
The Lord hath put the ſword intothe magiſtrates hand , and 
therewithall power to ordaine what decrees he thinketh good, 
in points of outward gouernment,lo as they crofle not or con- 
front his royal lawes. Adoniah,Joab, Agag and ſundry others in 
the old teſtament, were cut oft by the ſword, But where find we 
this allowed,in the old lawe ? For theſe ſtatutes deale but with 
theſe three kinds of death, hanging,ftoning, burning. Dauid de- 
creed fowre fouldreſticution of the ſtolne lamb, and determi- 
ncd beſide the fellone tothe death:wherein two wayes he ran 
before the law,and Rrainedit as it were a ſcrowle nechantE. 
1- Forneyther was the crime capital: 2, neyther was the delin- 
quent to make ſo large a reſtitution. For the law caſe was this, 
If the theft were taken in the hand of the theef, he was torede- 
liverit.Ithe had killed it or ſold it,he was but to reſtore fowre 
oxen tor one,and fiue ſheep for one,now fore fould are ci git 
the 
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the duplicate of the oxen. Neyther is there any exception tobe 
made againſt Damid, as if tnis courſe were exorbit.nt from 


Juſtice,or that he wringed or wronged gods lawe, it being the 


prerogatiue of his place,according to the circumſtances of the 
cryme, cyther to extend or remit the puniſhment awarded by 
godslaw e.I may yecld that you fay truth, in your third reaſon, 
that nothing hath bin ſo milerably abuſed, as the moſt ſacred 
fhoneofthe Croſſe, and that from the beginning , while fome 
hauc adored it,and haue ſigned their breaſt and forehead, with 
it, as armour of proofe,again{t divels and all miſhappes:and we 
conteils that the Chriſtians, as Tertullranſayth, at the firſt, did 
take theoutward ſign of the Croſſe for a ſupine ſecurity fortheir 
indemnity. And Gregoric of Rome, in his 3 booke of Dialogues 
lendeth ys a lye,and thata luſty one , as hee hath peftered that 
booke with a noyſome companie of very fabulous and ridicu- 
lous things. A Iewe(ſayth he)entred by night into the temple of 
an Idoll,there to take his reſt, but agalt at the fight of ſo many 
euill ſpirits in that place , he armed himſeltfe with the ſigne of 
the croſſe : now when the head deuil perceiued that a man was 
come, he diſpatched an vader divel ynto him to examine him, 
what he was, but when he had ſeen him he returned and fayde. 
I foundindeed an empty veſſell, but it was ſealed,and fo left the 
ewe and did him +4 on : which while he recounted with 
himſelte,he became a Chriſtian, Allo we are not ignorant what 
flauer and blaſphemies haue been thrown vp to heauen,in their 
adorations and orifons made to the Croſle : as when they 


. have chaunted in this wiſe in their churches, O Crux axe ſpes 


® 


vnica, Hoc paſſionts tempore, Auge pits inſtitiam,Re:ſque dona ves 
niam, All haile 6 Croſſe, onr onlie hope in this rime of the paſſion, 
Increaſe in the goaly riohteouſneſſe, and'gine pard, on to rhe guiltze, 
All which words are S very yomit of an Aſpe, Againe, they 
roarc in the congregation thus : Ecce /ignmm crucss venite ado- 
rem, Behold the roode of the Croſſe, let vs come and worſbip it. 
Which is horrible acriledge. Againe, thus they powre out the 
{urch arge of their ſtomacks vpon the churches ſap: Crucemtw- 


am adoramus Domine reſurrethunem tuam ſanttam glorifis mow 
Where 


% 


- 


L of the rites and Ceremonies 
Where, they ſer the Croſſe in the higher roome, and make the 
reſurreRis vnderling vnto it. I'dare not ſtir this deuiliſh dung- 
hill any moreglcaſt I ſtifle your ſtomack. The ſacrificing ſhaue- 
lings Licks down deeplie this damnable opinion, and feede 
ypon it as ypon a reſtoratiue to the enchantment of their ſoules, 
that they couſecrate and ſanctifie all things,by the figne of the 
Crofle.Thus we graunte,thatneucr poore ligne was fo tormen- 
ted,as the wee”, ary bcen: they hauing ſtretched euery ioynte 
thereof,ypon the rack of their moſt execrable blaſphemies. But 
what would you euit from hence?that therfore ir is vtterly yn- 
lawfull toyſe the ſigne of the Crofle at all ? Then I deny your 
conſecution, For,is the vſe ofa thingto be taken away tor the 
abuſe ſake,that is caſt ypon it?then take away the Sunne out of 
che firmament,for that hath bin worſhipped : take awaye the 
Phykicians ſawes and inſtruments, becauſe many dogleaches 
with their yn{kilfulnefle haue abuſed them,to the ſpoyle ofma- 
ny. Take away all weapons of warfare,and let vs goe nakedin=- 
tothe field againſt the enemy, becauſe many haue taken them 
vp againſt their countrie; take away wine and ſtrong drinke, 
becauſe more haue periſhed by that then by the ſword. Take 
away our wits,memory,health, ſtrength, andthe whole man,be 
cauſe cucry part,andthe whole, is miſcrably abuſed by ys all, 
through our ſins, 

In your fourth reaſon you are wide, ſaying, that there is no 
vic of the ſigne of the croſſe,Foritis vid ina grateful remem=- 
braunce of Chriſt, and him crucified : whereb they woulde 
reſtifie,that they arc not aſhamed of the croſſe of Chriſt . And 
that this was the chicfeconfideration inthe vie of this ceremo- 
nie,ordained by the church, Auguſtine in his 8.ſermon,de verbs 
Apoſtoliſheweth, For the Infidels inſulted ouer the Chriſtians, 
arguing them offollic, for worſhipping a crucified redeemer: 
whome that holy father anſwereth thus. Cor qurdehahemus,non 
ramen quale vos habetts : nec pudet nos crncifixi; ſed in parte vbi 
ſignum puderts ft, ſignmm Crucis eina habemues. We hane ahearte, 

at not ſuch an one,as you haue:neicher are we aſbamed of him that 
3 crKified;but m tha pert where the ſigne of ſrame is hich is the 


fore 


Ud 


- 


- 


ofthe Church of England. _ 

forehead hane we the figne of 51s Croſſe. In another place to the 
{ame purpoſe, he ſayth: /nſulter paganm crncifixo Chriſto, vide- 
am ego infromtibusregum crucem Chriſti, Quodirridet,ibi ſaluor. 
Nihi eft ſuperbins egro,qui irridet medicamitum ſuum.Let the 
Pagan ouercrow chriſt let me ſee inthe foreheads of kings thecroſſe 
of chriſt, That which he mocketh,ſaueth me,tbere us nothing prou- 


der then a ficke man,which ſcorneth his medicin. In the ſame place j,; 1. 


he ſpeaketh thus:wſquendeo de cruce non erubeſto, vt non in oc+ 


culro loco habeam cracem Chriſti, ſedin fronteportem. I am ſo little j1;Qery, 


aſtamed of the croſſe of Chriſt,as ] beare ut not in a ſecret place but 
m my forehead, Finally in the fame place he ſayth:non habea mu- 
dam frontem tegat eam crux Domini met.O let not me haue ana- 
hed forehead but let the croſſe of my Lord coner t. | 
Antimachis, Butnow that cauſe isremooued,and we are all 
called Chriſtians; the ſigne of the croſſe which came in by that 
occaſion may be remooued. pa : 
Ireneus, Chrift ſhall be the marke and white, that ſcofhers 
ſhall ſhoote at to the worlds end.For Inliar Porphirie, Lucian, 
haue their progeny among vs, and Dauid « vnounceth him a 
bleſſed man,that hath not fit in the chaireoi .orners, And Da- 
wids noddy that faith there is ro god, or Saujour Chriſt, liueth 
among vs.Wherfore for all this,this ceremony may continue. 
Antimachus. And why may we nottake yp ſom other figne 
and token,toremember Chriſt by,in the roome of this? 
Trenes. 1 know none ſo liuely as this:the figne of che crofle 
being ſo naturally expreſſed in many of our a&tions:as Ambroſe 


doth obferue:For ſcafaring men firſt ſer yp a maſte , and then Ambroſe 


{pred a faile in forme ofa croſſe, by which the ſea is broken . 
And the courſe and c6ftitution of the heauens,ſheweth vs ſuch 
a figure,diuiding it ſelfe into fowr parts, the Eaſt, Weft,North, 
South, conteinedas it werein the fowre corners ofthe crofle. 
Alſo man in his going, when he lifteth yp his hand,is the very 
portditure of a crofſe. Theſe bethe conceits of Ambroſe his wit: 
which albeit they prooue nothing,we ſhold not deſpiſe. Prin- 
cesin their crownesanddiademes, haue the engraven image 


ot the croſſe,to which cultome we muſt not impure any ſuper- 
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£ Ofthe rites and Ceremonies 


_ ofthe church,and as it were in the infancy and minoritie of the 


ſame.We haue all the light they could giue ys,but we haue ſeen 
more light ſince,and therfore I couet to haue the cauſe perſia. 
_ bythe later writers, Haue you any ſtore of them of your 

1def 

' frenexs, Without wrong dooneto the learning of any , I 
dare auerre it that we haue as deepe men forlcarning & wdge. 
ment,as any you can name, that this age hath brought foorth, 
that are eyther patrones of the ceremonies of the Ou ch of 
England, andparticularly of the ceremonic of the croſle,or elſc 
allowers of them, and approoucrs of thecroſſe, acknowledging 
the libertye that the church hath , as tocancel{them, ſo to 
keep them and leaue ystothisour lawful liberty, no way ſee- 
king toabridge vs of it. 

Antimachus, 1 would heare what they are, 

Ireneus, Peter Martyr,whomel reverence as much as any 
other,in his letter to Biſhop Hooper, and in three or fowre o- 
ther letters,that are extant, as alſo in ſundry other places of his 
wootthy works,all which I haue giuen thee in this treatiſe , as 
occation did yeeld,and therfore it ſhall be needleffe to repeate 
his wile ſayings, Bucer that mighty learned man, as he calilye 
could digeſt the eſtabliſhed ceremonies of the reformed church 
in England,in the daics of that peerleſſe prince,and another Io- 
fiab, Edward the ſixt; ſo he thought ſpecially well of the croſle, 
according as it may belawfully vſed,and according as we vle it, 
and thele are his words. Signum hoe nd tam quod eſt vſ1ue in ec- 
cleſirs antiquiſſimi, quan oa eſt admodum ſimple x , & preſents 
admonitionts cructs Chriſti, adhiberi nec indecens nec mutile ex- 
i/l imo-ſi adhibeatur mods purtintellelum,c+ religioſe excipiatur, 
nulla nec ſuperſtitione adiuntta nec elementi ſerniturenec lewitate, 
aut Vu/gari conſuetudime, I do-hould it not vnſeemly, or unpro- 
firabl-,that the ſigne of the croſſe ſold be vſed:not ſo much becauſe 
i: :5 of that long t1me and continuance inthe church, as that it i 

of ſo goodvſe,andtendeth to ſuch goodend, as beeing moſt ſimple, 
#1: of preſent admonition, as pmting vs in minde of the croſſe of 
care « ſeit berightlie vnderſtoode ang religiouſly emtertarned, 
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' without any addition of ſuperſtition, or ſernitude of the element, 
or (euity, or common cuſtone. TIncll that was the Iulium Sydne, 
and the Tewell of his time among vs, though he diſtaſfteth the _ 
crowde of ceremonies, which were without meaſure, throwne Juel.m 
vponthe church,and were the ſurcharge thereof, in Auguſtines 05" 
tyme,againſt which that holy Father did except : yet heallow- 
eth all the received ceremonjes,now at this preſent day in vie, 
in the church of England, I will acquainte you with his words. 
Concerning the multitude of ceremonies of 14le and vaine nature, 
we knowe that Samr Auguſtine did much complame of them in 
his time : and therefore wee haue greatlie diminiſhed the number 
of them, becauſe wee knowe that they were troubleſome to good 
conſciences, and too burthenſome tothe church, Tet we retame 
ana haxe lking not onely of thoſe ceremonies , which we are ſure 
were a— vs from the Apoſtles:but ſome others roa beſides , 
which we theught might be ſuffered without hurt to the church of 
God: becauſe we affetted,that all things in the congregation might 
according to the will of the Apoſtle , bee door:e with comlyneſſe 
and good order. But all ſuch things which wee perceined to leareto 
ſuper/tition,or to be of no vſe,or bald,or toyiſh,or againſt the ſacred 
ſcrmtares,or elſe unmeet for ſober & wiſe people, whereof there is 4 
confuſed chaos, mthe Romifh ſinagogue, alltheſe we hane vis , 
terly renounced and caſt off, becauſe we would not haue the worſhip 
of god confounded,and combredwith ſuch follies.\ Whom wold not + 
the euen cariage ofthis ſo worthy & fine a Biſhop mooue?For 
my part I will ſuſpe& ren thouſand mens iudgements, that are 
of your {ide:before I ſhall yeeld to thinke amifle of tharman. 
Antimachus, But you doe tell me but of thoſe of thischurch 
of England that applaude and approouc your opinions: but do: 
 —— men beyond the ſeas,runne with youin that 
mind? . 
[reneus. That worthy man Theodore Beza, though I finde 
him no great friendtothe croſle : yerhce miſliketh nor , that 
luch churches as retayne it, ſhould keepe their liberty therein, : 
theſe being his words in his anſwer to Frances Baldwin.Sciono- _ - 
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Entirchnu, Know youany funher cegard had in tae cone 
nmion ofthis ceremony? 

{pert Our forefathers alluded hereinto the o)d cuftome 
© the lewes, ho were commaunded to ſprinkle the poſtes of 
tor houfes with the blouyd of the Paſchall lambznow our peo- 


mignt not ſzcrifice after the comming of Chriſt, This reaſon 
Augutiotoucheth, in his book De catechizandts rudibusn the 
20.chapter. Chriſt: paſſio inillo pep#lo fignrata eſt , cum ins/; ſunt 
0:42 0coidere ermanducaye,c> de ſanguine e174 poſtes ſnos fignare, 
Choc celebrare ommianno: Cuins pasſionts & cructs ſigno in fron-- 
re hodie tangnam in pofte fgnanins es omneſque C ariſtiani fe - 


n.3tr Chriſt bis pasfron 45 fignred in that peopleywhe they were: . 


commauded jo kill the lamb and eate,and toſigne theirpolles wi Fa 
t7 0/7zd therof and tocelbrate that emery yeer:With which fiane 
©1915 145/70  crofſe,thou art at this aay, frenedin the forchead as 
"14 pjt,3f0 are al chriftias to be froned. This ne further pre fer! 
iathe very veginning of the 26,chapter ofthe ſame Look, fay- 
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: ; of the rites and Ceremonies 
to bee ſigned and handled according to the order of the 
Church. Thusare all your former reaſons aunſwered, and they 
fall before the face of better inſtaunces as Dagon before the 
arke, 

Antimachus, But we ſhould rather beare chriſt crucifiedin 
our heartes then to profeſſe him in this bare and outwarde 
fone. | | 

"Irena. 1know that the power andvertue of the crofle is 
not inthe externall figne,butin the internall faich , which ta- 
keth hold of Chriſt, nayled ypon the crofle : bur ir pleaſcth 
god toteache his church by outward fignes, God willeth Eze- 

Prech.1z, Chiell,totake a (crippe,a ſtaffe, ſhooes like a wayfaring man, - 
in token that he ſhould bee a baniſhed man, The ſame Propher 

Ezech.z7, by two tables which he ioyneth together, foreſheweth that the 
kingdome of [{rae!land Twdah,ſhall be conſolidated, and be- 
come one people, 1/a:ah by going barefoote, teacheth e£gypre 

_ and /£1h10pra,that ſo they ſhall goe in their captivity. Ierems- 
Icrera. 27, ah by bearing yoakes and fetters, and ſending them to rhe 
kinges of Edom, Moab, Ammon,Tyrus Sydon,Jadah giueth them 

| a viible and palpable ſigne of their indurance in Babylon. He- 

2 K10g.13, exe willeth Toas king of Iſrael, who came to viſite himin his 
ſickneſle,totake vp a bowe and arrowes,thereby prophecying 
victory ouer the Aſſyrians,vnto him. The Prophet Ahiabrent 
Jeroboams new cloake in twelue parts, willing lJeroboam to take 
ten of them in fgne of the rent that the Lord had made of the 
kingdome of Sa/omoninto twelue parts, whereof tenne of them 
ſhould deuolue to Jeroboams.Chrilt willeth his diſciples toſhake 
off the duſt from their feet, taken in thathouſe, where the word 
of God offered was deſpiſcd,in tcſtimoniall of this preſumpri- 

. on, Chriſt checketh and conuinceth the ambition of his difci- 
loh1z. Ples,by ſetting a little child inthe midft of them. Hee waſhed 
his diſciples feet, by that ſigne reading thema leQure of humi- 

afts.zr, lityand charity, Agabus taking Pauls girdle'in hand ſaide : So 
ſhall this man be bound that oweth this girdle. The very heathens 

vicd this kind of learning,to teach & aduert iſe by outward ſ:gns 
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| of the Church of England. 
his children to concord in many graue wotdes; butatlaſt, by a 
ſheffe of arrowes bound together, which afterward he ſeueted, 
he ſhewed the difference betweene Vnitie and Duyſion: Itis 
the ſaying ofthe Poet Horace; | 


Segnins irritant animos demiſſa per anres, 
Duam qu ſunt oculis ſubietla fidelbus, & que 
Ipſeſibi tradit peblator ——— 


Wherefore Chriſt inſtituted the ſacrament of his body,that 
not onely the cares mightbe inſtructed inthe myſleric of ove. 
redemption, but that all the ſenſes el{c ſhou)d be Airred vppe 
thereby. The ſigne ofthe Crofle therefore un the childes fore- 
keadis outwardly inſtrutiue, as the Croile ot Chrilt is ſpitie 
tually inſtruftue. | | 

Antim: To admitte all that you haue faide, how (hall I ſa- 
tisfic the weaker force, that will cake offence at-my conformi-» 
tic, and forſake my doEtine?' This is avery (harpe thorne co 
my ſides, and troubleth me very much, whilt I conſider what 


the apoſtle Pawle ſaith; It « good neither to eate fleſh, nor to drinke Rom. 14 21 


wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother tkxmnblth , or us offended, 
7 made weake. And the apoltie walked ſo warily this way, as 


hee tooke this folemne bond of proteſtation of himſelfe ; 1f 1.Cor.8. 13. 


meate offend my brother, I wileate no fleſh while the worldſtandeth, 
that 1 may not offend my brother, What ay youto this? 

Iren: This rule of charitic the apoſtle giueth, is of neceſſary 
obſcruation. But wee mult putte a difference betweene thoſe 
that are weakez firſt, ina ſimplicity : ſecondly, obſtinacie. If 
they be obſtinately and wilfully weake 3 wee are not to hang 
yponthei ſleeves, or to feedetheir humours, but to give them 
ouer, though they be as hote as a toafte againſt vs; for their in« 
firmity preſeribeth not the truth. Amicus Plato, amicus Socra- 
tes, magts amica veritas. Plato 1s my friend, and Socrates ts my 
friend, | but thetruerh ts the greateſt friend of al. Veritas Chriſtia- 
norumn oft puichriat Hleleua Gracorum : Tructh among: Chriſtians 
#u m5rt brauryfallibax Heleniamong the Gracians... Lhe Scribes 
and Phariſies were thus pecuiſhly and perueiſly offended a- 
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gainſt Chriſt & his diſciples, but heweiedicnotaruſh, but wil- 
led his Diſciples to ſhake them off : Lee them aloe, they are the 
blind leaders of the blind, And he aduertiſed them to take h-ed of 
the leauen of the Phariſizs. Neither did he regard thefroward 
and vatoward lewes; n:uther the Apoſtles the eluiſh ca:mnpa- 
ny : and we are rauzht by Sint /zhn, no: to affyorde fo much 
as the curteſic of our i1ppes , to bid them God /peede. What al- 
though the whole broode of Papilts take offence at vs, becauſe 
we deteſt their abhominabie Mifles, and damnable idolatries, 
and obietovs theſe rules ofthe Apoltie? Becauſe we hauc a 
Canon tothe contrary, Thatwe mult not doetuill that good 
may come of it ; andthe Apoſtleinthe former Leſſons onely 
aymeth at offences that ariſe out of matcers indifferent. Were- 
garde not what they ſay ; weare tyed to none, but to thoſe that 
are weake in a zealous ſimphcity , whoſe ſoares we are tohan- 
dle with aſoftc hand 3 and to fuch.onely did the Apoſtle apply 
himſelfe. Otherwiſe hee proteſted and profeſſed the contra- 
ry, Thathee was no man-pleaſcr; If / ſpould pleaſe men (ſaieth 
he) / were not the ſeruant of God. The harveſt of offences are 
ſo great, and of fuch contrary courle, as .know not what Sicle 
1s ableto cut chem doawne. Some arc lrkc the Giant in the (e- 
cond of Same! that haue too many-fingerson a hand : O- 
thers are like Adonibezeck in the Booke of /adger, who bad his 
fingers and toes cutte off. Some would cloy the Church with 
an umportable and excceſſiue weight of Ceremonies, and lo are 
offentivein their exceſle : Others would haue them all doone 
away, and offendinthe defet; and the vulgar people, whome 
we feeke fo topleale, areconſtantinno thing ſo much,as in in- 
conftancic, as the Moone, the River Exrips,and Protess,that 
eurneth himſelfc into all ſhapes. Shew thou thy (elfe a worke+ 
wan, that neede not be aſhamed, and diuide the wordearight; 
walke with a right foote inthe way of chy vocation, by euill re- 
porte and good reporte , and ſtand not thou vpon the mercies 
of menslippes: 1: « 4 ſmall thing (faith Saint Pawle) for mee t0 
be indgedof you.. Noah goeth for a Preacher of righteovuſnelle, 
though hec was flowted of the firſt world forthe ſtruRture of 
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the Arke. Dewid ſhall goe for a godly wiſeman,dauncing before 
the Lord inalinnenFEphod,though Aicho/his wife malepertly 


befoole himfor his labour, Faw! ſpeaketh nothing but wordes Afts2e. 


of ſobrictie; howſoeuer Feſ{us mil- termeth them as he pleaſe in 
his partiall opinion, and giue them to his madnes, As the Thij- 
lor ſhapeth nota garment to another mans pleaſvre, bi t tothe 
king of him onely for whome hee maketh it : ſo the Preacher 
is onely to regarde to ple:le God, whole ſeruart hee is,and not 
to frame himſelfe to cuery ones fancic. When wrong is done 
to2nyina lower Court, his remedie is, to appeale to a higher: 
t'11s courſe are we to take when mens tongues walke thorowe 
our ations, as they pleaſe, and their wordes are as prickiogs of 
{wordes; we make provocation from their ſiniſter cenfureto 
the iuſt tribunall ſeate of Gods melt ſacred maiclltic; yer God 
forbid but chat wee ſhould have a ſpeciall care of ſuch that are 
weak in c6ſcience, & giue thE medicine to hea'e theiy wounds, 
and ſay with the Apoſilez Who i” weake and] am. not weake? 
Wherefore, iteſſentially appertaineth to the Miniſters office 
toinfiruR ſuch ; and to traveil with them in the way of infor- 
mation, vntill hee hath ſirengthened them, and ſetthem vpon 
thcirfeete. Andif their offence growefrom the ceremonies of 
our Church, they are to be taught the vſe and nature of them; 
1. asfirſt, that they are things 1odifferent, and ſo conſequent- 
ly lawfull with theſe qualifications ; firſt, that there be Ho ſu- 
PR in them: ſecondly, no uſt matter of ſcandall: third- 
y, no opinion of merite, or matter et rehgion repoſedin them: 
tourthly, thatthe Church be not oppreſled with the multitude 


of them, as it was in Angaſtmes time, that godly father complai- F//.r19. «d 
ning, T hat the ſtate of the ewes, in compariſon of theirs, was 14n«ar:»m. 


eaſter, and more tolerable : 2. They alfoarceto be taught what 
force the Lawesotthe Church arcof , to the binding of the 
conſciences. That they are of {uch qualitie, as they bind them 
not; ſo as we caſtno contempt vpon them : ſecondly, ge no 
off-nce : thirdly, or in an infolent fingnlarivie violate chem? 
fourthly, or vnjoynt, or di\[oluc the common lettled governe- 


rent and peace ofthe Church: with _ cautions farſt nn 
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ved, the conſcience is not bond. As fer example; The Apo- 
ſtles gave out a d-cree, That the Gentiles that were conuerted 
vato Chriſt, ſhould abſtaine from that which was ſtraneled, 
from blood , from that which was offered to an Tdoll: inthe 
which conliitution, they aymed at nothing but the peace of 
the Church. For otherwiſe there could hauc beene no agree- 
ment b-twcene the Iewes and the Gentiles . 'If a man with- 
out breach of the common peace. had eaten of any of thoſe, hee 
hadde not finned againſt his conſcience . For otherwiſe Peter 
ſaith; 1/hy tempt yee God , t9lay a yoke wpom the Diſciples necked, 
&c. And Paulelicth; Let no man condemne you in meate and 
arnke. And Chriſt himſclfe, That which entreth ito the month 
defileth riet the man. Likewile Pautſaieth, YWhatſoexer i folde mn 
the Shambles, eate yet, and ache no queition; Thus is the vſc of 
them, Cuull and Politique : So that wee hauc the warrant of a 
good conſcience to conforme ourſelues vnto them. 3, Let the 
p-ople likewiſc be informed, that they are appoynted for or- 
der and decenciec {ake,and how needtul it is, that this order and 
comelines ſhould be kept, — co the ſtreight diretion 
of the Apoſtle; Let a//things be done honeſtly, and by order. The 
inhibitions of the Lawe, T hat no man ſhould fowe his ground 
with mixed ſcedes : That beaſts of diveiſe kindes, as . OXCe 
and the afſe ſhould not goe together in the plow; that noman 
ſhould weare a garmenc of confeed ſubſtances, aslinnenand 
woollen; ſhoote and drive at the vniti- and vniformitie of the 
Church of Gad, and beare down: flatly diuifion and confuſi. 
on. Theparts ofthe Calfe that were to be offered vppefor an 
oblationand ſacrifice were orderly difpoſedand beſtowed vp- 
on the Altar, a pile of wood being fiilt fitly laide, atthe com- 
maundement of God. o/epb in «Ezrpt feaſting his bretheren, 
had an eſpeciall eye to order , placing them in their ranckes at 
the Table, ſeating euery oneaccording to their age . Chrilt 
himſelfe approoued this courſe of order ; and as duely pratti- 
ſedir, feeding the people miraculouſly inthe wilderneſle, and 
placing them by equall Companies, by fifties in a rowe. 
I mightalſo returne your owne obiection againſt you , - - 
k. IcaloB 


/ 


of the Church of England. , 
reaſon to induce this conformitic in caſes ceremoniall : for of- 
fences are as vſually taken at the omitting them, as the com- 
mitting them, which the Saintes of God very well perceiuing, 
have yerIded to the times,and hiaue abridged themſelues of their 
Iawfull libertie, thereby alſo to bring the more ben:fite to the 
Church of God . For this cauſe,(as the Gofpel noteth)our Sa 
viour Chriſt paide pole-money forhimſclic and Peter; where- 
as being King and God, and the true Meſſias, hee was free by 
law,and exempted from the tribute. He kept the common cu- 
ſome for auording of off-nce 2 Left we honld offend them, po 
to the ſea, and cafi man angle, andtake the firſt fiſh that commetrh 
vp;and when thou haſt 2pened hu mouth , thou halt finde a peece of 
twentie pence,that take,and gine it vuto them for me andthee, Yet 


in his queſtion before to Peter, he had (hewed his diſpenſati- Matt, 17.27, 


on : Of whom do the Kings ef the earth take tribate or pole- many? 
Of their children or of flyangers ? Thus Saint Paulaccommo- 
dated himſelfe to the ſeaſons in circumcifing Timorhie , whilſt 
he conſidered how gaineſome it would be to the weaker ſore. 


The ſame Apoſtle ſhaved his head in Cexcbrea, and enter- Ags 21.36. 


tained purifications according tothe Law, becauſe he ſaw how 
that courſe would ſattsfiz the weaker ſort, to toil them onto + 
Chiiſt. And this was the vſuall pracife ofthis Apoltieina 


fubtile wiſedome , which ourSautovr Chriſt commendetheco ,,_. 


his apoſtles in this peece of precept : Be as wi/e as Serpents, And 
ſo much he teſtifieth of himſelfe,faying ; To the Jewes 1 become 
44 lew, that I may winne the [ewes : tothem that are wvnaer the 


law,as though ] were wnaer the Law,that Imay winne them that are 1+C01-9.37, 


wnder the Law : to them that are without the Law, as thow7h { were 
without the Law, that I may winne them that are without the Law: 
to the weake 1 become 44 weake, that I may winne the weake : lans 
wade allthings to allmen, that 1 might by all meanes ſane ſome. 
From this enſample and ſaying of the Apoſtle, I diſpute chus: 
If the Apoſtle held it ſo expedient, to the bettcrinfinuatin 

hirsſelfe inco the ſoules of his peopl*,to beget thein to the Gol- 
pel, to repeate repealed ceremor.'-5 and torenzw them, bung 


quiteoutof date: the conſcquicuce 15 not to be rebuked that we 
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AQts 15.29. ved, the conſcience is not boind. As fer example; The Apo. 


ſtles gave out a d-cree, That the Gentiles that were conuerted 
vato Chiiſt, thould abſtaine from that which was ſtrangled, 


from blood , from that which was offered to an Tdoll: inthe... B# 
which conliitution, they aymed at nothins luinohocan@nnD; cnn 


the Church. For otherwiſe 
ment b-twcene the Icwe; a 
out breach of the common 
haddenot ſinned againſt by 
ſaith; 1/hy tempt yee God , 19 \, Y 
G&c. And Paulefl 1cth; Le \- r 
arnike. And Chriſt him(elfe 
defileth tiet the man, Likewif 
the Shambles, eate yet, and as \ 
them, Cuill and Politique : | \\ - J % L « 
good conſcience to conform 
p:-ople likewiſe be informed 
der and decencic {ake,and ho 
comelines ſhould be kept, ai 
of the Apoſtle; Let all things 
inhibitions of the Lawe, Thu 
with mixcd ſeedes : That be en 
and the afſe ſhould not goe together in the plow ; that noman 
ſhould weare a garmenc of conteed ſubſtances, as linnenand 
woollen; ſhoote and drive at the ynitt- and vniformnie of the 
Church of God, and beare downe flatly diuifion and confuſie 
on. Theparts ofthe Calfe that were to be offered vppefor an 
oblation and ſacrifice were orderly difpoſedand beſtowed vp- 
on the Aicar, a pile of wood being fill fatly laide, at the com- 
maundement of God. 1o/epb in «Egypt fealting his bretheren, 
had an eſpeciall cyc to order , placing them in their ranckes at 
the Table, ſeating every oneaccording to their age , Chrilt 
himfelte approoued this courſe of order ; and as duely prafti- 
ſedir, "em the people miraculouſly in the wilderneſle, and 
placing them by equal! Companies, by fifties in a rowe. 
I mightalſo returne your owne obiection againſt you , - - 
i Icalon 
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reaſon to induce this conformitie in caſes ceremoniall : for of< 


fences are as vſually taken at the omitting them, as the com- 
mitting them, which the Saintes of God very well perceiuing, 


have ye-lded to the times, and haue abridged chemſelues of their 
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his apoſtles in this peece of precept : Be as wiſe as Serpents, And 
ſo much he teſtfieth of himſelfe,faying; To the Jewes / become 
4 4 lew, that I may winne the [ewes : tothem that are vnder the 
law,as though 1 were wnder the Law,that I may winne them that are 
vnder the Law : to them that are withomt the Law, as thowgh { were 
without the Law, that 1 may winne them that are without the Law: 
to the weake 1 become a4 weake, that may winne the weake : lans 
made allthings to allmen, that I might by all meanes ſane ſome. 
From this enfample and ſaying of the Apoſtle, I diſpute chus: 
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4 Of the rites and Ceremonies 
inferre vponit; that wee may as well admitof indifferent cere- 
monies, which candide fimplcity firſt deluered to the Church 
many ages fore-paſft , which the Church hath ill conunued, 
T his was Ambroſe his politique pietic and precept,as Aupnſtine 
ſheweth in an epiſtle to [anwarius;5i non valty errare facite guod 
ego ſoleo. Ego en.m ad quamonng, eccleſiam venis ad en cereme- 
1144 me accommodo . If yee will not doe amiſſe , follow my courſe. 
For to what Churth I come, ] apptie my ſelfe to the Ceremo- 
pies thereof. For the Church is not to be deprived of her liberty, 
which Chriſt would hauealwaies to be preferued whole, with- 
out any maime or inturie done vato it. 

e Anim. Youſeemeto diſagree with your owne felfe : for 
whereas you make theſe matters but indiffcrent, by your lo car- 
neſt caking their part, you force them from their nature, and 
vrge them as neceſlary. | | 

[ren. In themſelues they are indifferent, but the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate commanding them, whom wee ſtand bound to 0- 
beyike conſcience ſake, 1 hold them neceſlatic to be obſerved: 
Lawes & Obcdience are the two feete that beare vp the bodie, 
both of the polutique and (pirituall ſtate; and the two armesthat 
feede it and defendit. If the Jawes had not beene in theſe caſes 
alreadie made, I ſhouldneucr,for my owne part, wiſh to have 
them made : but ſecing wee have now fuch preſcription for 
gi they are ſtill enioyncd vs, I ſhall not be one to marre 
tnem. 

Antims, I cannot yet perſwade my ſelfeto yeelde vnto you, 
becauſc I am atſach ſtrife with my ſelfe , becauſe heeretofore I 
hauc with-ſtood them, and hauc beene fo bitter againſt them: 
the ceremonies hitherto haue beene my declamation, and the 
ſtaffe and ſtuffe of many of my ſermons . Now what ſhall bee 
come of them if I ſhall ſubſcribe ? 1 ſhall ſeemeto looke vneer 
= brow, to wagge withthe times, and to haltc with thepeo- 
PE. | 

Iren, If you have exceeded your bounds heerein, come inte 
the way. Humanum eff exrare : Ttis not amotion againſt nature 
to errc. Bernerdits non widit omuia, Of quandogite bows dowites 

\ Homers:, 
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Hemeras. TheP s of God haue beene deceiued in their 


opiniens, and they hauc beene ignorantin ſome things .. N.ae 
thes encouraged Daxid in his intendment of building God a 
Temple, whenas it was no part ofthe Lords meaning : but his 
will was. that Sa/orwen (ſhould performeit. Samne!, thougha 
great Prophet, and 'the Lord was with him, andiuffered not 
any of his words to drop to the ground; yet his iudgement de- 
ceived him,when he was ſent to annoint one of the ſons of //bas, 
King of 1/-e/, and made his eye his Counſellor,making choice 
of Eliab,becauſe he was theeldeſt, faireſt, and higheſt. When 
a fuppliant woman came before Eazems, caſting downe her. 
{{lfe at his feete , and his ſeruant Giezs would hane thruſt her 
away 3 Elizewlaid, Let her alone, for her ſoule u vexed within 
her, andthe Lord hath hid it frome mee , and hath not tolde it mee. 
Itis the ſaying ofthe Apoſtle Pani; We knowe but in parte,and 
we prophecie but in parte . Zacharie and Damel, at cuery viſion 
they had, prayed that God would reueale the meaning of itto 
them. The reaſon heereof is, the will of God that hath his dif- 

ferences and varietie of giftes ” To belcdde with a ſtrift tena- 
citieof opinion, becauſe wee haue dwelta long time init, and 

haue maintained it with ſtiffeneſle of affeAions notwithitan- 

oy itis checked with better reaſon , its wilfulnefle , and not 

wiſedome, andthe yery common diſeaſe of Nature. This was 

Davids diſpoſition, which nature ſolitarie in him, without grace 

ſuggeſted, not toreuerſe his ſentence of Lawe, awarded again(t 


2.Sam. 7.3, 


I.Sam.16, 


I. King.4.27. 


Mephibeſheth , yppon falſe crimination of Swaagainlt him, al- ,.$:m.s. 
though it afterward appeared as clcere as the Sunne , that hee 2,Sam.rg, 


had puniſhed hin wrongfully. Contented hee was to qua- 
life the iudgement vppon this full aduertiſement , that S:- 
6a and he (hould halfe ; #8 lan$s betweene them hee would in 
no wiſe repeale that which hee had once pronounced. Such a 
one was Pilate, who would not alter any thing he had written, 
but faidey That which [ bave written, Thane written. We (hew 
our ſelues Prater, rather than Prelates, in bcing wedded to 
our willes as vnto a wife, they two beeing in oneflelh. Jtis the 
laying of Sain> Ambroſe, Inter ſerwos Chriſti contentio non debet 


, eſſe 
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efſe ſed collatio: Not contention, but conference ought io be amene 
the ſerwants of Chriſt. And it is well ſaide of Bernard ; Pacents 
comennentes, & ploriam quarentes, pacem perdunt & _— 
Such as deſpiſe peace, and ſeeke glory: they (hall looſe both 
their peace and their glorie . Our betters haue not bluſhcd to 
recant their errours. Joby Baprrft the greateſt amoag the bun- 
dle of men (the Sonne of man onely excepted) was perempto= 
rily refolued with himſelfe, 1 the height of his humilicie, not 
toſuffer Chriſt ſo toabaſc himſcife to him , asto take his bap. 
tiſme ot him, when he anſ{wer:d him , 7 hawe neede to be bapti- 
zed of thee, and comme#it thou to mee? But when Chriſt hagdre- 
pliedtos thoſe wordes, hee left his former purpole,and yeelded 
to Chrifts will. So Peter was fully deter rined with himſclfe, 
not to ſi. ffer Chriſt to ſtoope to waſh his fecte,, telling himio 
his facey Thouſhalt never waſh my feete. But when Chriſt had 
rounded himin the earc layingy1f / waſh thee not, thou ſpalt bave 
no parte with me : Then hereligned his former reſolution, and 
wasas forward as before he had bin backeward,ſaying to him; 
Lord, not my feete onely but alſo the hands and the bead. Daniahad 
taken a ſolemane othe of himſelfe, to cutte off roote and branch 
from the ſtocke of Nabal, cuen every one that made water a« 
gainſt the wall,not meaning belike to ſpare his dog : yet by the 
timely interuenient mediation of Abige:/, he was bo charmd & 
warmed with ſuch coles of kindnes as were caſt ypon his head, 
as his blood grew cooler, and hee forſooke his othe,and bleſſed 
God forit. It is a wiſe mans parte, not to looſc his carc with 
Malchus, but to open itto good aduile and counſell. Councl 
(as Plato in his Dialogues ſaith) 15 aſacred thmg. And itis well 
'f poken of Alinatin: mn Line, Sepe ego andins milites , enm- pri 
mum eſſe rirum qu ipfe conſult, Quid in rem. ſit : ſecundum eu. 
= bene monentrobediat. 1 han often heard { my Souldyers [areth 
ee) that heuwtherae man that ts able to miniſter beſt counſaile ts 
bm [elſe in all occurrences ; ana that he i next vnte him.that enter 
taineth pood counſel. Thelke {ayuig hath 7 «4ie 3n his Oration 
pro Cluentio,, Sapient: ſſimum eſſe dicurt, cue quid opus ſit-, 1p/ive- 
Wat 1% mentcm:proxime accedere thum quiatterins bee vinentss 
& obtemperat: 
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obtemperat, Heeis accompted the wiſeſt man, who can con- 
ceive with himfelfe what is beſt for him : and ſecond to him, t3 
heethat will be ruled by his beft counſclicr. Ieis our beſt ſomes 
times to diſt:uſt our owne learning and indgement, and notto 
(tand vpon termes of precedency and ſufficiency aboue others, 
but to liſten to evr inferiours,, when they ſpeake ro good pur- 
poſe, as Moſer did to Jethroa Madianite and Heathen : and as, 
Naamasn the Synan did tothe counſel of his fernantes . Now , 6, s, 
Artmachus, it thou wilt take this conſe, ! will bing thee out of s 
thy ſerie: ſweate which thy conceit of thy former doings hath 
cait thee into, and do: thee much goo. 

Amimachss You have ſpoken much of my retrQing my 
error, and of apprehenſien of better counſell . I will acke you 
afterward, what 1s that counfell that you would I thouide fol - 
lowe? in the meane cime,you thatlay imputation of errour vp- 
pon mee , doe you thinke the outward gouernement of your 
Church ſo abſolute, as it is net to be charged or touched with 
crrour? 

Iren: T will not ſay ſo : For Chriſt compareth the Church 
to a drawe'nette, which bringeth toland with the good fiſh, all Matth. 13, 
kinde of gatherings, with the pelte and baggage of the ſoyle. 
To a field wherein the enemie ſcattereth his tares amiddeſt the 
good corne , which the husbandman hith ſowne. In many 
things wee offend all, faith holy James, T he prayer of theroy- pj ,,/ 
all Prophet to God, is, Thathe would not call hum to reckon- 
ing forhis ignorances . And the Apoltte Peu/ caſteth the lie Rom.z. 
ypon the very nature of v3z Fuery man i @ bar , If the Church 
mightnot b- blacked with this coale of errour and ſinne, the 
Church ſhould not needs, by daily prayer , to beggeat Gods 
hand remiſfion of finnes : Errours growe.vppe as naturally in 
the Church, as wilde and luxurious weedes growe vppe in a 
garden among good hearbes. T he Church that Paw! ſpeaketh Epheſ.y. 
of, without ſpot and wrinckle, is not the church Militanein . 
earth, as the fooliſh Anubaptiſtes have conceiuedy but the 
church Triumphantin Heaven, which is in chis perfeR beous- 


tic, God wiping away alltearcs from her eyes . Wherefore it 
: Is 


F 
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is an idle queſtion that is mooved , Whether the Church cav 
erre ? So farrefoorth as it heareth and followeth the woorde, 
and keepeth her faith whole and ſound to her khusband, it can+ 
noterrean.igoe outof the way . But becauſe it often feegeth 
vppon hcrowne fancies, and truſtech roo much to her per. 
verſe opinions, it can not vthcrwiſe be, bur that ſhee ſhoulde 
forgct herlelic, and trea:le awrie. Finally it often fo falleth out, 
that hogges and afles hue prefeRure and chicfelt place in 
the Church, who wallow in the puddle of prodigious errours, 


- and maintaine moſt grofſe and (ottih ſuperſtitions . This was 


the caſe and face of the church in the Prophet 7/zrab his time, 
when hee complaine:th, thet their filner was become droſle, 
ar-{ their wine was mixed with water. In Chriſt his time. the 
title of the church was with the Iewes + In which, though the 
V irgine 4tarte, Jo/eph, Zatharie, Elizabeth Siineon, and Anna 
hucd vpcichily, and they beare this good report in the Goſpel, 
th.tthey walked in all the co:mmaundements of God wrhout 
reproofe, the woilde b:ing not able greatly to charge them 
with crrours of manners; yet ſome were among them, whoine 
co:r.mon ignorance did 1mf-leade; and others whom che impi- 
etie ofthe Sadduces did bewitch, as thev devourcd their ranke 
and-wicked errours. And we nov wh.:t Paulſateth, T hat 
men bulde vppon the foundation [ef Chrilt, golde, faluer, 
pretious ſtones, umber, hay,ſtubble, wh ch ſhall yndetgoe the 
fire of Gods trial}, and petiih, the foundation remaining ſure, 
Wee eaſily therefore yeclde , that there may be things amen- 
d:dinour Church-gouernemcnt, and I doe wiſh of God they 
were, and God (no doubt) when the time commeth, will put 
his hands to this worke, maucre Sathans heart, chat hindereth 
it all h:e may. In the meane while it ſhall vvell become vs, to 
waite his leiſure, and not to preſcribe God his ſeaſon, andto 
ſay; 1t u time that thou haue mercie wppon Stow , yea the times 
come . QurinueRiues againft the preſent State, are as muſike 
m mourning; they muſt bereſerued to othertimes , that they 
may be as golden Apples with pitures of filuer , When Ar- 
chejlars the Philoſopher vvas ſolicited to diſpute amongſt the 


k | cuppes 


of the Church of E neland. 


cuppesinthe time of a great Bar quet : hee refuſed it, ſaying 
Thatit was n the rules of his Philoſophie , to knovve the op» 
portunitie of time for cuery thing . Bleſſe wee the name of his 
{acred maicſtic for the A/ciondayes and times wee now enioy, 
and cheſe yecres of the 1ght hand of the moſt Hizh, whercin, 
as i the dayes of Saſomon, wee (it ſecurely vnder our vines ar d 
figge trees, without feare of the enemy. The Lorde hath long 
bleſſed vs vvith peace vader a nu: ſing Queene; and hee yct 
lengthening the 1t1me thereof vnder our nurfing King, fothac 
weearethe ſpeRacle in the Stage of this Worlde, of a happie 
pcople, for all men to vvonder at. Our forefathers dclired to 
ſeetheſc dayes, and could not {ce them; vvec haue them, and 
are glutted vvith then, and turne this grace of God into vvan- 
tonneſle,niceneſle and cluiſhneſle. T he ſtrong man the Pope, 
the Hammer of the Church, is (thanked be God) quite out of 
poſſeſſion, and hee hall as foone vvring Hercw/es Clubbe out 
of his handes, if hee vvere aliue, as get footing againe hetez the 
Lord fauing his annoynted King Jamezs,and his ſacred Qucen, 
the fruitefull Vine of his Church, and vertuous Prince Henrie, 
the royallplant of the Lordes hand, the doubled hope of the 
Churches tranquiliit. Baals Altars are throvyne dovvyne,w 
haue theſame Cacholique doftrine in the Churchin all point 
(1 will putitto the iudgement of the wranglingeſt Azabigcs 
ſticall vrchinthcris) that Chriſt the obs of his Father 
hath delwered, the Primitme Church preached, and the holy 
Martires have confirmed with their blood . Is not this verie 
vvellfor the time? O happy men if vve knewe our happines! 
which Carendo petius quam fraende , wee mult be brought to 
knowe., Goevvith Creſlet and Torch light threughout all the 
Chinches of the worlde, and tell mee vvhether from the Cen- 
ter tothe Circumfecrence, th:re beſuch a one as ovry, in prefie, 
and proſperitie » When you haue ſounded ard fadomed them 
all by ;a right tine and plammet, you ſhall have cauſe toſay; 
This ts my ſeats heere will T dwell becauſe | hane a dehighe in it. - 
This is the Eden and choſen Garden of the Lorde our! God, 


and the Terwſalemy, thatis, the beautie ofthe whole workle. 
F 3 ' Heere 
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Heere Neahs Arkefloatethvppon the waters, whereas other 
Barkes and Keeles doe ſincke. Heere Agrons Rodde buddeth 
and bringeth forth Almonds . This Church is the Apple of 
theeye, the Diamond ofthering,the Hart of the bodie, a vine 
plantedin a fruitefuli place: the Seale vppon the right hand of 
God, the writing in the palme of his hand, as the day ſtarre in 
the mi:deſt of cloudes round abour vs, as the Moone when 
ſnec 15 at the full, as the floures of Roſes in the Spring ſeaſon as 
tie Likes by the rivers of waters, as a vellell tull of maſlic 
golde, emboſlcd and freited round about with pretious ſtones, 
and as the fatte taken from the peace offcrings . What if there 
be 2 ſpotte or twoo inthe white garmcntof the Church, a mote. 
inth- cie ot it? Have wee ſuch (treight throates as weecan not 
{wallow vp a Guaite? What Pomegranate ſhall you find, in the 
wiuch thcre is not a corrupt kernell or two in it? What body is 
cleanc without blemiſh or wrinile? what day ſhincth ſo cleere 
oucr our heades, as a cloude is not to be {cene in the skie? The 
poynes we differ jn are not worth the ſpeaking, and they come 
not geere the yvoorth of the good things we enioy, vvhich o+ 
ther Kingdomes want. The bodieof the Church vvaxeth by 
degrees as the naturall bodie of a man , which hath not his ma- 
turitic and full growth at the firſt, In Reformation it is 1mpoſ- 
{ible chat nothing ſhould be wanting. Princes. and Poyvers 
that be never ſo well affeted, can not haue yvhat they vvill, 
and vvhen they will cfteRed, but axe compelled to: ſtay opore 
cunitie, orto leaucit to others. Daxnid bad a minde that Iu» 
Rice thoulde bec doone vppon the perſon of Duke 1944, for 
his cruell hand, and vppon Sheme; for his ſpighttull congue : 
yet his meanes (ſcrued him not fo yvell ,, infornuchthat he way 
drizen to committe the care theereof vnto Salomon after him. 
And truly Aztimachas, ifiucha forme of gouernement in Eng<+ 
darndtooke place,which you and your fraternitie would giue vs, 
doc you thinke that the Church would bee then at quiet, and 
 notas much diuided as itis now 2 When we hauc hoon all 
we inay,Sathan will ſow and ſtrow his vynhappie cocklc of con- 
tcntonm the furrowes ofthe Lords field ; what fations were 
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inthe Church in the times of the Apoſtles, when ſome faide 
they were of Pau/, others of Cephas,others of Apollo. Paul ya- 
ried from Peer and reprooued him. And Barnebe: ina pri. 
viediſpleaſure , departed fromPawd., Theophilus, Epiphanius, 
Chry/oflome, Augnitine, Ruffinus, Hierome, nouriſhed implacable 
contentions togcther . The Eaft Church was diuided from the 
Welt,about Leauen,and Eaſter: inall counſels continuallynew 
Creeds & Decrees were coyacd. Of late, yet the two names of 
Luther and Zwinglina , haue made no fmall garboiles in the 
Church. Andthe Papiſts would choake vs with this bone 
of our homc=borne new-tanglenefle and faftions. Buttherein 
they pull themſclues by the noſes: for I know no greater wran- 
glers then them{clues . For their Scotiſts and Thomiſtes, are 
together by the earcs about the dunficall diftinAion of Merits, 
of Congruitie, and Condigniticz aboutoriginallſmnein the 
_ Virgine Mary; about folcemne and ſunple vowe. The Cano- 
viſts contend for auricular. confcllion, concluding it to bee, 
De iure humana & poſitima : thatit is, of humane andpolitive 
conſtitution: And the.Schaole-men ſquabble with them for it, 
and auouch, that it is De i«re aiuino: it hath foundation in divine 
ordination. Albertus Pig ghins differ from Caietan,T homas from 
Lambard, Scoru from T homas , Occaum from Scatits, Allenfrs 
from Occan, the Nominal/s from the R eaiifts . How many dif- 
{cntions have there beene among the Monkes and ſhavelings, 
which ſomein fiſh, ſome infleth, ſome in heatbes, ſomein 
ſhaoes, ſomein ſlippers, ſome'ina linnen garment, ſomeina 
woollen weede, hauc repoſed religion, while fome would goe 
in blacke,other in white; others would be morc broadly,others 
morenarrowly rounded and ſhauen, others would bein theis 
flippers,and others go bare-foote; others would be gut,others 
would be loofc. | | 

Antirms. What of all thiz?be the peoples mindesneuer ſo co 
tentious, we cannot be too religious : we mult therefore come 
as nie perfe&ion as we can,according to Chriſts preceptzSe yes 
perfett,us your heanenty Father i perſest. 


Iren, Trac, but this your conformitie nothing derogateth 
£2 -: from 


Gal. 4. 
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from this your Chriſtian perfeQtion or profeſſion : but it will 


rather 2we furtherance vnto it. | For tis arulein Phlloſo. 

phic and reaſon, Ys wnita fortier : conioyned helpecis ſtron- 
eſt. 

, Artm, But how doc wee goe forward in this perfetion, 

when wekeepeata ſtay,as the Sunne in Grbeon, orthe Moone 

in the valley of Aiaton, n the dais of lo/ma? | 

Irev. This ſtavis in your ſc'fe, orrather your backwardnes, 
that ſtop the courſe of your good proceedings In the fingula- 
ritie of your affeAions. Theregions are not oncly white ynto 
harueſt, but drie to the fire : therefore we cannot labour tos 
much inthe Lordes harveſt : now you put your ſelfe to ſilence 
for theſe ceremonies. | | | 

' Antim,' Theſe ceremonies catne in with the childhoode of 
the Church,n che minoritie ot it, and the grace of them 15 gone 
now with the times : ber ] was « childe((aith Saint Pax!) 1 aid 
& 4 childe ** but ſince 1 was a man, 1 did put away childifhriefſe. 
And now ſecingwe know God, o: rather are knowne of God, 
_ curne ye then tothe impotent and beggerly ceremonies of 
the law? 

[rex. The godly fathers of the Church, in the pureſt eſtate 
thereof,commended them vnto vs; and antiquitie,a teſtimonie 
not to be reprehended,, hath confirmed them, and ever there 
was good of of them, and never any haraec inthem ,. /renane 
the anticnt father, often appealed to thoſe antiem Churches 
that were nigheſt Chriſts times z Antiquitie 1s theſealeof the 
grace of the ceremonies, as it is of ſundry other things : wine 
thatisthe oldeſt, is beſt : for no man that may haveolde wine, 
will taſte of new; for heſaith,that old is better. It graceth wiſ« 
dome, which is rather inthe older then the younger ſoft : wea- 
pons arefor young men,and wiſ:dome for the o'd. Tt adornetk 
thetruth, for thati, trueſt, which is firſt : and cuſtomerhat is 
oldeſt,is beſt approourd. Wherefore it isprovided by law,not 
fo remooue the antient borders which our fathers hane placed. 
And friendſhip that hath beene of longeſt continuance, is of 
belt countenance. Wherefore it is ſaid ; Fo? ſuks wor m _ 
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friend, and the friend of thy father : for a new friend will not be lhs 
bim . Olde trained and praftiſed fouldiers are more skilfill a11d 
coragious. Wherefore Ciytm ſaid to -Alexander;Dooft thou de. 
ſpiſe thy father Philips Son/drers ? Thelandes and poſleſſions 
thathane bgene longeſt inthe na'ne and in the ſtocke, is of 
cniefelt — Which reſpeR was fo great with Nabazth, 
as no money that the King could offer hin, could preuale 
for the purchaſing of 1: but he ſhooke him oft with this abſo- 
lute deni.ill, Godkeepe me from ſelling the inhericance of my An- 1.Kings, 21. 
ceflors to thee. And this was B:r=lla, his plea to Damd,, when 
he would have induced him to lwe inthe Courr with him : 7 
am foureſcore yeeres old; I will therefore poe into mine owne cit« 
o , and ] will bee buriedin the graue of my father and my mo« 
they. 
eAntim, I perceive that you are the ceremonies great mai- 
ſer, and heerein you are not to be miſliked, chat your nature is 
according to your name, ſtudious of the outward peace of the 
Church ; wherein I would concurre for peace fake with you, 
but chat theſe outward Rites are ſo offenfiue to my conſcience, 
_ veric Zeale draweth my inclination from them to the other 
(de. | 
Iren. You muſtnot holde forth the target of Conſcience, 
to defend diſorder: your conſcience and zeale muſt have a good 
cauſc of its fide, orelſeit will be wrong with you. I will not a- 
ny way preiudice this your zZeale and conſcience, but I muſt 
teil you this; thatthe worſt ſort of all, take vp this plea and al- 
legation for themſelues, to ſhadow their nefarious and vngod- 3.Sam. 1g. 
ly domgs. eAbſo/on, when hee went to proicft hisrebellion, 
made pretence and colour to his father of religion; that he was 
to goe to performe his yowes to the Lord in Hebron. Sawlpre- 3-Sam.1f. 
tended conſcience and zeale of ſacrifice and obedience, wre- 
ſeruing the fatteſt cattell of the Amalckites, when hee was moſt ,,_ , _ 
diſobedicent . Herod ſeemedto be zealous to worſhip the child 
_ Chriſt, when his meaning was contrary , viterly to haue d-+ Jolniz, 
ſt:oyed him. Ind made as though conſcience to the goore 


touched him , when he mumured; againſt the devotion of the 
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woman , that brake the ſweete and pretious box of ointment 
vpon the head of our Sauiour, whenas he cared not a farthin 
for the poore, but rauiſhed and robbed them, being a purſebea- 
rer,anda pilferer. The od Denatiſtsin Auguſimes tine, made 
a ccnſcience 1 breaking their owneneckes, as our moderne 
Anabapuſts that ſprang out of them, make it a matter of con- 
ſcience, of breaking the necke of the Churches governement, 
Waherein e-fmimachss, | doe not meine you, or any of your 
fcllowes , God 1s my reco:de, yet I mult needes ſay you beare 
them companie a mile cr twaine in the way, though there your 
diſcretion fcrveth you.to l:ave them. T here is Zcalc in you, 
but yet it1${i:ch, as ſomewhat beguileih you, with a copic and 
eountenance that it hath of the truth. For as the wicked han 
this maske and muffler betoretheir eyes, when they fulfill ther 
wicked luſts, ſothe ſimple and vaskilfi Þ are of enmil-ledin 
the vaine conceit and imagination of zcale. This was the 
zcalc thatintoxicated the ewes, of which S. Paw/ſaith; They 
baxe the 22ale of God, but net in tudgement : 5v xe9' ini rwr, not 
accordingto knowledge. T his knowledge like Captaine loa: 
ſhould gee in and out before our zeale, and lightenthe way of 
our zeale,and dire, asthe pillar of firethat gaue light to the 
people of 1/rae/ in the night ſeaſon. As [obn Baptift was the 
fore-runner of Chriſt, ſo ought knowledge to be the forc-run- 
ner of zeale, tomakereadic a way for zcale, as /obn made rea« 
dic the way to Chriſt . Knowledge is like the ſtarre that kd the 
Eaſterne Wiſe-mento Chtiſt, & that will leade our zeale vnto 
thetruth. T he ſpirit of zeale is ſampled to fire, yet aboll of wa- 
ter is to becaſt ypon ir, ſomwhat to quallific the fury of this fire. 
Wherefore,as Chriſt baptized with fire, ſo /ohn the Baprsft did 
baptize with water, A great heate is naturally inZeale, which by 
letting inacoolc winde and ayre,would be mogdcrated : wheres 
fore, as the Holy-ghoſt came downein fire, ſo he came downe 
in a mightie wgnde , that dot') much abate the heate of the fire. 
Thereiza golden meane;as in all other things,ſoin Knowledge, 
in Zeale, according te this ſaying of the Apoſtle; Be wiſe with 
ſobrieue. It was vnlawfull in the lewes, to gather too much or 
t00 
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too little Manna , whacſore their n eaſurc was appointed 
them, and they were {tinted inthe proportion of it : which 
bath a good applicatien to Zeale , that it neither may re» 


dound, or bee defeQive. 1/aiah was willed to cry, and to cry Itai.s8, + 


fomewhat highly; buthe was not bidderoare and to rende his 
throate and the ayre with his voyce .: Zealc, and that in ſome 
height, is good , butthere may coo much ſtrength be put to 


it, which will quite marre1t . It was Zeale in the Diſciples that Mar.16.28, 


wrought with them, when they forſooke ail to follow Chriſt, 
and it was good, and well eſteemed of by Chriſt. Andit was 
zZe.l: that kindled the coales of wrath in the breaits of the Dif. 


cip'es againſt the Samaritans, when they would have plucked Lufcp5y. 


fire from heauen to liauc conſumed them, :t Chrilt vx ov 1d have 
ſuffered them: butthis was prepoſtcrous. inconfiderate, braine- 


licke , wherefore Chriſt controled it. As Barak wou'd not Tus.4. 


goeto warre without Deborah againlt S1ſara,lolet vs not warre 
with our zeale , without our other companion of knowledge. 
Zeale without knowiedze, is as Sarp/on without eyes, who 
could not take hold of the arches of the houſe : it cannot inde 
out the principall things : Ye job: woe be to him thats alone, 
faith Wiſcdome:ſo wo be to zeale alone,not accompanied wich 


knowledge. Zealc and knowledge of God, are as the two Ly- 1.Kings 20. 


ons that were the ſupporters of Sa/omons Throne. Andhe 
that combineth them and coup!eth them together , he ſhall be 
bke Me/es in meekeneſle,and Phinexs in feruour . Wherefore, 
as wines delaide by watcr,ſo is Zeale with knowledge . As the 
Pinneſſe without a Pilot, is in perill of rockes, and as the bo 
die without the eyeis in hazZard of falling; ſo zeale withcur 
knowledge, that is the eye of Zeale and rulethit, 13 in danger of 
miſ carrying. For it is not a bare good intention and zeale that 
moſt wſtifie our good ations : butfuch mature. knowledge 
muſt leade vs forth to them, as we may beable towarrant them. 
The great variance among vs, I wot weil,no: for ſo great cau« 


fes, I feare me is not warrantable. When the Lord willed E&ab 1 Kings 19. 


to ſland vppon the mount before the Lord , ic is faide, that a 
mightieſtrang winde rent the mountaines,and brake therockes. 


before the Lord, but the Lord was not inthe wir.de : and = 
te 
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the winde, came an carth-quake , but the Lord was notin the 
earth-quake : and after the carth-quke came fire, but che Lord 
was not 11 th: fire: and after the fice, cam? a (till and ſoft voice, 
and cherethe Lord vvas. Inche (to:tmic vvindes and tempeſts 
of the Church, thar offcr to ſhake: icin the verie foundation, in 
the carth-quake and fire ofour endic{ſe contentions, the Lord: 
15not; butheisin the ſtill yoyce that fecketh and enlucth tlie 
peace of /er#/alern. 

ent. I havenothing elſeto ay in the cauſe, but I promi- 
ſed to call tr your counſell: and therefo:e if you pleaſe, addrefle 
your (cite to that. 

[ren. My counſell ihall be:firſt, That you weigh the points 
in controuetlic betweene vs, in <quall balfances, and th:t you 
ſtrive not by inuention of argument”, to hang lumpes of lead 
tothe heeles of them, to make them heater then they are of 
themſclues, You may weigh our caufe vneuenly onthe weights 
two wayes : forin any of theie two, there may be deceitin all 
weights. Fult,when a thing is weighed oner haſtily.Benotther 
fore too readie & raſh in iudgement,in condemning ſuchthings 
as may well in anytreeelt.te be tolcrated. Secondly,when one 
part of the ballance is heauter then another; which is, when 
thou commelt agzrauated with preiudicate affetions againlt 
the ſctled ceremonies, when thou are rather led by thy wil, then 
reaſon. Whenyou haucſet the'e ceremomies vpon the tenters 
of your inucQtiues, and grounde the face of them betweene 
the mill-{tones of your fore-(tal jc affeHions , you ſhall neuer 
perſwad? the wiſe, that either they arc of hartefuil nature, or 0- 
therwiſe contrarie to the word of God : but in ordinary vnt- 
derſtanding they will bz deemed to be indifferent. Secondly, 
you are in the next place to beaduiſed , how you wrong other 
Churches, by your bitter ſermons againſt theſe ceremonies, 
which have alwaics hetherto entertained them as lawfull and 
Jaudablc. Eiiphas was very imperious ouer /ob,not ——_— 
himſclfe. The Tewes very notable hypocrites themſclues, an 
loole liuers,ſnebbed and ſnatched vp the Gentiles at their plea» 
ſure, which ſaid; Stavd apart, come net weere 10 wee, for 1am _— 
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thenthow . We are notignorant how farre the avthoritic of (h© 
Church may extend , and wee wi'lingly confeſſethatit ough* 
torule by the Scepter of the word, and thatit may not any way 


countermavnd that that ſtandeth like Mount Syon, that way 
not be remooued: the whole world,the Lords building, and the 
heauens,the beautifull roote thereof, muſt periſh betore any tit- 
tle ofthe word mult periſh and fall to the ground. But of this 
we are well aflured, thatit hath lezue and hbertie to authorize 


ceremonies that are of mixt):ind-, and that we are neither to 
condemne fich,or vnreverently to eſ.ceme them .. I agree with 
thee, that which is not of faith 15 ſinne : yet that wee may carty 
a qunet conſcience , and hate the teſtimonial thereof in our 
attions,it maketh much th:t the Apoſtle faith; Al rhinges are 
cleane to thole that are cleane : as that alſo which he ſa'th to 71- 
mothie ; Emery creature of God #s goed, Now 1t15 not neceſ[arie, 
that we ſhould haue expreſſe mcntion of cuery thing brought 
into vein the Church, inthe holy Scriptures:it is enough, that 
by faich in generalitic we know , that indifferent things cannot 
pollute or defile ſuch that are of a pure minde and conſcience. 
Thirdly, I wold further with you to give greatreſp:& to eccle- 
fraſticall lawes, that tcnd to order, grauitie,decencie,and are not 
blinded with any ſuperſtition or impictie. Socrates would not 
weare Stcomanſhoors, though they were well made,and fit - 
his feete, becauſe they were not comely for his calling. But this 
exception taketh no placein the preſcribed habite and attire 
of V1iniſters, it becing as grauc and ſcemelyas any can be de- 
uiſed. The very Turkes themſelues, arc devoted wholly to the 
cuftome of their Countrey, in their forme of raiment, accors 
ding totheir degrees : and ſhallnot Chriſtians ſhew conſlan- 
. ciem this caſe, according tocomelineſle and ſobrietie ? Cu 
ſtomezare not to giue place to mens humours ,*but wen muſt 
refjone their humours to cuſtomes, vnieſle they can inferre 
better feaſons againſtthem, Much have beene attjbuted by 


Rom.14 2: 
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the better fort, rogoodand honeſt cuſtomes. Zacharias did not x 1, .. 


onely performe ſacrifices , but it is ſaid, that he did this dutie 


according to cuſtome. The parents ef Chriſt came yeerely to Lukc.z, 
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Teruſalem, to fulfill the cuſtome. Our S.uiour 'went to the 


Mount of O4iues topray , itbeing his.cuſtomeſoto doe. The 
Apoltle Pau! citeth the cuſtome of the woman, whillt they came 
togethzr tothe Church for praicr fake. Y ea,bad men haue vee!.. 
ded to the cultones of their tunes, to grant ſuch itbertie, which 
oih:rwile of their owne accorde, without the authorit e of 
pre-cription, they would not have affoorded . Pilare was 
conteated to have Cinilt Jooſed , alleidging for it, the cu- 
{tomeofthe [owes , which was, to dilinille a priſoner yecre- 
ly at this fealt of Paſſeouer. Feſt, the Tribune of the peo» 
ple, vrgeti the cuſtome of the Romans againſt the Iewes, 
which imtended the Apoſtles death 3 whereby hee eſca- 
ped a ({trong and ſtrange confpiracie proiefted agaiaſt him, 
The Lo: dis witnetle to iny foule, how little iny meaning 1s, by 
theſe 1iluſtrations, to holde vp the head of ablurde cuſtomes, 
that aim: atſuperſtition. But mine eyes heerin arc bent vppon 
the cuilomes of our church , by ſuch examples as theſe, to en- 
courageall of the aduerſe parte to conformitie thereunts , and 
notſo boldcly and baidly as they doe, to abaſe our honeſt cu- 
ſtomes . Fourthly, It | may alſo be meckely heard of you, I 
wou'd put you in minde of your obedience to lawe z and hoyy 
ridiculous and con:enptibleit wouki be to an eſtate, torepeale 
an} change Lawes, eniGed by grave and learned judgcment, 
at cucry ydle motionof a newftanzle malecontent . It was the 
polite injanftion of the Locrians, as DemoFibenes beareth 
witneſle, that hee that ſhouk! offer to put vppe a new Lawe, 
ſhould come with an halter about his necke to the Parlement, 
that if there were betterreaſon againlt his lawe, hee (ſhould be 
truſſed vp for it. I with not the vndooing of any ones life, that 
hath a forge in his head fornewlawes, but I with him ſevere 
cenſure that i400 bulie with his billes, and tender vs for Can- 
nons and Con{titetions, the crochets & conceits gf his wooll- 
gathcring wittes. The Epheltan Heracatus, as Laertine dooth 
report, ſatethy That Citizens ought to fight no lefle for their 
lawes than for th:ir walles, The Gracians had their rowopuace 
ac their Pretcfts and Officers, whole charge it was to protect 
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enafted lawes, and co cenſurethe delinquents. They confides 
red the necefſicic, andthe nature of publique lawes, the Ora- 
tour calling them Yinculs reipublice , fundamentuem libertatry, 
fontem 4quitares, The bonds of the common wealth, thetoun- 
dation of hibertic,and the fountaine of equitie. What (hallthen 
become of che ſeuerall partes that are knitte together by the 
bandes of good lawes, and doe very well when the bondes 
thereof are broken ? muſt not the whole ſtruure and com- 
poſition come downe when the foundation is vndermined?yee 
may not di{turbe and troublea publique ſtreare that is to re- 
heue the countrey, vnder paine ofa great puniſhment: but the 
fountain= ofour welfare is orrras, oF our immoderate con- 
tentious com nuncations. For how cana plan: thriue that is 
often remooued? It is Senecaes propoſition, and it 1s truein 
obſeruation yz Nou connale/cut plata que /epiru transfertur. And 
this hath allafion cothealteration of lawes by Seneca in Oeds- 
| pode; Nom oxpedut coneatere ſakcem fiarum : Itis not good to 
be buſie with a well ordered tate. Plats would not hane a.com- 
mon wealth to becloyed with many lawes . Fewer lawecs:then 
we have already , and better executcd, might ſerve our turne. 
And commonly it is ſeene,that the older arc the better. It the 
Item that Taciew giveth vs Saper ommbres negotys melings Of re- 
fins oltm prom/um, & que connet:mtur mm deteriue mutar! : ln all 
matters, that which is beſt and righceſt hath bceine fareſecne, 


Cice. pro Cluent, 


- 7 


and exchange happeneth to the woorſt . Wherefore Valerium = 


would haue nothing abated of olde cuſtone , but woulde have 
everyarticle and particle confiſt in his former vigor ; /» wim- 
mi rebus onania antique conſuctudinis momenta ſeruanda : In the 
criflingeſt things thatare, all che appurtenances to antient vic 
areto be retained . Of which minde was the Emperour Av- 
2uttus, as may appeareout of his admonition to the Senate, 
faying; Obſernate leges ques habetts wiriliter, ne mutate vitynans 
gue manent in eodem [tata e1ſipeiora fant ,utitiora ſunt 91147 64 que 
ſemper mutantar et /iapparent metiora efſe . Obſerue roundly the 
lawes which ye haue already, alter them not : for thoſethat doe 


ſtand in the ſtate they were before , albeit they be worler, are 
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Of the Rites and Ceremonies 


more vſcfull thanthoſethat are alwayes chaunged, though they 
ſecme to be better . With whom conſcenteth A/cibiades in The- 
cid:de z Holding that people to bein beſt caſe, whoare go- 
uerned by their preſent cuftoms and lawes, without alteration, 
although they be notſo good. T he Epidaviians ickibited their 
people to traucll into forraine parts, or to vic traffike in ſtrange 
places, fearing leſt they ſhould bring home with chem forrainc 
and ſtrange ta(hions. It is daungerouste puil downe an olde 
wall; but more daungerous to pull downe oldelawes. Sodaine 
alteration, as it is perilous to the naturall bodie, fo it 13 as much 
hurtfull to the body politique . A change muſt come, in reft«- 
ames graan, ſenſim ſme ſenſu, tobe the better borne, Weelee 
how the dayes altcr in their encreaſe and decreaſe, as the altera- 
tien is not diſcerned, which the vncreated Wiſedome hath pro- 
vided forthe good of all creatures, which with a (odaine great 
mutation would not be alittle damnificd ; Ars artiwm, de/coplina 
diſciphnarum regere bominem,(aith Gregory Nazianzene : Itisan 
arte of all artes, anda diſcipline of all diſciplines to gouerne a 
people. Nullum animal morofiue eft, nulium maiori arte tralane 
dam : No creatureis morefroward than wan, and none isto be 
more politiquely handled, ſaith Seneca. Facilins regere ones 
alias creaturas quam bommem : It 1s eaſier to rule all creatures, 
than man. Nowe cuſtome is an other nature with them , and 
they eafily doe that whichthey haue done alwayes : but inno- 
vations willnot be admitted without diviſfion and diſſention : 
wherefore prouidence and good heede is tobe taken, asthe 
Oracor preſcribethin tranſpoſing lawesz Yr quan minime /onity 
fiat : That it may be doone with theleaſt dinne and noyſe that 
may be. It is recorded of Awgufirv, that hee coinpaſled not all 
thinges that hee haddeplotted, at the firſt, but ſome things hee 
brought abont preſently , thereſt hee difpatched at his conue- 
nent time. | 

Antim. But alittle to interrupt your counſell : May not au- 
thoritic doc well to diſpenſe with vs that are contrary minded, 
__ Conſcience ſake, and ſo holde on the forme of Lawe in 

vie? 
Iren, 


of the Church of England. 


lren. e/£qualites prima pars aquitatu ef, faieth Seneca, The Cramats 


firſt and chiefe _e of Equitie is Equalitie. There bemary 
beſide you that haue but ſmail deuotion to ſome of the ceremo. 
nies, d:d not publique lawe commend chem and commaunde 
them. And why ſhould they be bound,and you go free? Such 
2 diſpenf:tion would but breede more enuy and diurfion. For 
if there were ſuch heart- burning and affections in the brethren 
againſt /o/eph, abouta party-coloured ps you thinke 
that there would not be oddes amongeſt vs in the difference of 
the garments, while the one fide take the other to be too Po- 
piſh, and the other the aduerſe parte to be toopeeuth. I doe 
yeelde that there inay be diverſe rites in diverſe Churches, and 
that one may diffcr from another in goucrnement. As in Rome 
and Afiathey vſually faſted cuzric Sabaoth day, but in A7:llame 


they did not. Pokcarprand Anmceris kept the peace betweene Avg.epi#7.118, 


themſelues , though the one wouldenot yeelde tothe otherin 
ceremonies, but each of them peremptorily maintained their 
owne cuſtomes, but they were of ſcuerall Church:s, But my 
ſimple diſcretion can net fee how it may ſtand with any conue- 
niencie, thar wee ſhould haue a confeed and compound e- 
ſtate ofthe Church , that it ſhould be as Brfrons lan , beare 
ewo faces in one hoode, and how ſuch conniucacie and tolera- 
tion ſhould be any way tolerable. It is the plea of the naturall 
mother before Salome Tribunall, T hat the childe ſhould be 
in no wife diuided, as the wrong mother woulde haue it, bur 
that ſhee might haue all, or none acall. I am the mouth of my 
brethren to our foueraigne Sa/emon , that without partialitie, c> 


uery one _ bevnder lawe indifferently ; that as wee all of 


vs ſerue one Maiſter, ſothat we may all of vs weare the Tike lie 
uericz whether it be white or blacke, we are indifferent, as it 
pleaſeth thoſe.that are at the ſterne of gouernement, whole 
wiſedome wee knowe, and whoſe trueth wee doe not fuſpeR. 
This was the cauſe thatthe Roman Empire continucd ſo long, 
and that in ſuch proſperitic, becauſe theſalte of Lavve ſeaſoned 
all alike . For as Epaminendau ſaith , Then is peace eſtabliſhed, 
vyhen equalitieis preſerued 3 Jforwm ſimilundo coninngit ane 

CILLams. 


Cic.in Anil 


pe of the Rites and Ceremonies 

reridininar, Ciffemn : Its imilitude of manners that ioyne friends togcthery 

" ir.3. Whercfore /w« is called by the Orator Par :, And this equalitie 
"+ "(as ſareth Exripiges,) is the lavveof mavkinde, And this is my 
deciſion and determination of your latter queſtion. 5, Final« 

ly, Iconclude my counſel! with my louiag cxhortation vnto 

you, to entertaine theſe tolcrable conditions, for the peace ſake 

of the Church, vvhich we ought to put on as ourown bowels, 

vyhich is the ſwerte direction of the Apoſtle Pai, I knovy not 

x.Corint.r.ts in how many places, as vvhen hes: ſaicth; 1heſeech you brethren 
by the name of our Lord leſus Chriſt , that yee all ſpeake one thing, 
and that there be no diſſenſions among you : But be yee kyit together 
in one minde adn one indgement . Againc, The Godof patience 
and conſolation; gine you that yee be luke minded one towardes ano- 
ther, according to Chriſt leſus;, That yee with one mind, and with 
2 + * onemonth may praiſe God, enen.the Father of our Lorde l[e/us 
s.Corint 13. Cho Againe, Line in owe and peace, and the God of peace ſhall 
Philip.c.27- be with you. Againe, Let your connerſation be as it becommeth the 

Gofþel of (hriſt, that whether 1 come and ſeeyon, or ele be ab- 

ent, 1 may heare of your matters , that yeecontinue tn one ſpirue, 

and in one minde, fighting together through the fauh of the Gofpel, 

V nitie is the veric body of Dwinitie, and the very ſcope and 

end of Chriſtianitic, vvhich vyhoſo ſhall diſſolue, bringeth. 

| allthings out of courſe. For, as the Apoſtle Pau/ diſputcth it, 

Epheſ-4. Weare all of vs but one jaynt body vnderone head Chnit le- 
{us:one and the (clfeſame ſpiritequickeneth this bodyghere is 

but one hope ot our vocation, one Lorde, one faith; one bap- 

tiſme, one God and Father of all, vvhich 1s aboue all, through 

all, and in all. It is all that Chriſtgrayeth for to his Father for. 
Zohni7, vs, whenhcewent to ſuffer ; Hely Father, keeps them throwgh- 
thy name , whome thow baſ} giuen mee, that they may be one aa wee- 

arc one, Andthat no man ſhould reſtraine this his praycr to 

the Diſciples onely, hee laicthimmeditely after ; [pray not for 

them onely, but for thoſe alſo that ſhall beteene; that they may be one, 

« thou O Father in mee,” and 1 inthee, that they elſo may be ane tn 

Lon 13, vi. For this cauſe was his fiftering,as Saint /aby profeſlcth,ſay- 
' . -1ng3 Thatthe Sonneof God was not to die for the nation of the 


lIewes 


Rom.15.5. 


of the Ch urch of England. I: 


. \ 
Tewes onely , but to gathcr together inone, the ci:ildren of 


God that were ſcattercd . 'I his was the legacie that our deere "7 


Sauiour bequeathed at his death to vs : Ay peace doe I grire you, 
my peace doe 1 leane you. If a Prince being to take a forte tour- 
ney, fhall leave a j- well to his wifc at the me of bus departure, 
a5 aſigne of his lone towards her, and ſhee ſhould deſpiſe it 
when he1s gone z were ſhe nat to be charged with huge 1ngra- 
tiivde 2 But fuch is our vile nature towards our decreſt Bride- 
eroome Chriſt Icſus, when' wee fo baſely eſtecme of his gift 
thathe lcft with his wife the Church , when he to0'ce bis leaue 
of her. Every Armic hath his proper flagge and banner by 
which it may be knownez and every noble Houfe is knowne by 
the antient armes and ſcutchian thereof. | Sheepeheards vſeto 
ſtrike their ſheepe with ared markeon the ſides, whereby they 
might be the better tnowne : the armie, fami'ie, ſheepe of 
Chriſts are diit:nguiſhed by the banner, cogniſance and ru- 
bricke of loue. according to that which Chriſt ſanth; By thro ie 
[alt be knewn*,that ye are my Di/cipler, rf ye haue lone one towards 
another. T he peace that we haue with our ſelues,is our checfeſt 
outward comfort midſt the miſt rics of thi; mortall life, and is 
asthe meale that the man of Goddid caft into the pot , which 
tooke away the deathfull bitternefſe of the Coll:quintida or 
hearbe that was in the pot. The ſicke man, though he change 
neuer ſo often his chamber and bed, hath never the morereſt, 
becauſe he bearcth his infirmitie about him : ſo we ſhall neuer 
be at peace with our ſ:lues, though lawes were changed ac« 
cording to our luſts, bearing about vs ſuch humorous affeRi- 
ons. More dammages is imported bothto Church andciuill 
ſtate, by domeſtical! d:\Tention, then by forraigne perſecutionz 
yea,more thenany man poſlibly can divine. It hath bin awold 


and vnqueſtionable obſcruation; Concordia parne res creſcunt. Salufting. 


Diſcorha maximz dilebuntur : by concorde, ſmall things attajne 


to a great growth * and by diſcorde, the great thi osof all are Plamtug. 


diſfolued.Concordua fulciuntar opes etiam exigux. A pore eftate 


is eaſily ſupported and borne up by concorde. Cuiding. 


Es# que flon poſſunt nonla, mwulta inuant 
que hon poſſnnt fing 77 __ 
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. rians;in the Syrmita Synod, aboutthe word uooveror and 5uovor, 


ane 


£5 Of the Rites and Ceremonies 

' Fr quenon leadunt fingula multa nocent. 

If the confuſion of languages confounded the ſtately and 
magnificall building of the Tower of Babe/, how ſhallnot the 
diſtraftion and contuſion of mindes, make a ſpoile of all chings? 
Toth: generation and pro.Juftion of things natural, there 
mult necc{larily bee a combination of the elements, layine a«, 
pait their contrarie qualitie, and agrecing among themſclues, 
that by their vnited force and veitue, gold, pr. tious ſtones, and 
other kindes of mettalls might be bred . By the 1ovnt aſfocia« 
tion of the foure humours,the health of man is continued : and 
when ſtrife and debate is berweene them,  a!l manner of ma- 
lidies and difcalesare engendered, and death it ſelte followeth 
it. The mclodious and tuncable muſicke, confiſteth in the con» 
corde and harmony of the voyce. The firſt world was ouer- 
whelincd with water : butin contention of life it was firſt di- 
uided,which was betweenethe ſonnes of Seth and Cham. The 
Egyprians periſhed by water, but they firſt did breake with the 
people of 1/7ae/,and were at deadly tewd with them. The 1ſrae- 
lites were ledde by the Babylonians into bondage, but firſt cen 
Tribes were ſundred from the other two, Tudahb and Benia- 
mm . The contention between* Haimoand Hanibal Carthas» 
ginians, was the ouer-throw of that Cittie. The quarrell be- 
tweene the Lacedemoxians and Athenians , that were the two 
great lights in the Firmament of Creece , made hauocke and 
waſte of the whole Prouince . Thediuiſion that aroſe among 
the Numantians , was the cauſc they were ſubdued by Scipro : 
who being askcd by the Goucrnour T yretius , how it came to 
paſle,thar being hetherto a people inuincible, they werenow 0+ 
uercome?they anſwered,that their concord ſaued them, &their 
diſcord ſpoiled them. The Roman: teltthe ſmart ofthis, while Au- 
guſts & Antony were diuided. It was a plague to all 7:ag, the 
diſquiet that was betweene Ceſar and Pompey, Scylla & Marin. 

t contentionin the Church 1s a monſtrous and miſchicuous 
Hyd: as euer was bred;and that examples ſhew. There grew 
ſuch hote ſt. ife betweene the Ortbodoxalifathers and the 4r- 


as 


'f4 


of the Church of England. - 
23 kindled ſuch coales as fired allthe Church : of which, The- 


edoret ſaith thus; gi Teravro; ary ontperct Mifers THY ExxANTIED 
Stigrerey, while they buſted their braines about theſe wordes 
they miſerably diſtrafted the Church of God . The conten- 
tion in the Church, betweene Exfeb:n; Biſhop of Cejarea and 
Baſil the Great, was great and greeuous. The Apoſtle Saint 
Paxlexhoiting vs to thoſe things that malce to peace, ſheweth 
the important neceſlitie thereof, by implying the 11eucable 
inexpi1cable miſchiefe in the caſe, by our ; eculuncie that muſt 


come vpon vs : {f ye bue one another ; Je ſhall be conſumed one of Gal.s. 
another . Its the conl: quent the royall Prophet maketh: The Pfal.45; 


nations raged andthe Kingdomes are mooned.. This maxime and 
principle in Philoſophicz YV24 wmira fortior : V'uuted belpe ts ſureft, 
# by common experience approcued. For two oxen will beare a 
Sreater burthen then ane. Efpeciall care is had in the warres, 
that the Sculdiers keepe their ranckes and ſcatter not them- 
ſelucs,for ſo they ſhould be a prey to the enemie. Much more 
1511 meete for the Church to have ſuch heedcfull proviſion, 
that the Miniſters thereof may Leepe their ſtanting, as forme 
of law requireth, that they be not exorbitant , and ſallie ont of 
the claſſes of their due obedience that they owe to the dos» 
QArine ard diſcipline of the Church, that ſo ſuch aduantage 
mghtnotbe given to thecommon aducrſa:ty . How came 1t 
fo paſſe, that the Preachers of the Primitme Church were 


ſuch ſtrong Giants, as they ſubcued the whole world ? The AQs 4. 
texttellethvs, The multitude of them that aid beleene , were of Canis, 


one heart, and of one ſoule . T he Lord in the Canticles giuing 
high co:mmendations to his Church, hee extolleth them for 
their order and conformitte , T how art comety as Jeruſalem, tera 
T1ble a1 an armie of banners. But what ſhould be the ground and 
caſe of this maladic and infirmitie in the Church , that wee 
may know how toremedic it? The cauſe is double. The fiſt 
15 pride, ſelfe-loue , fingularitic of the minde, eucry one being 
wedded to his will.as to his wife, checking all contrarie reaſon 
without cauſe, and baſ-ly eſtceming everie ones opinion, in re- 
ſpe of theirowne , Every ones owne fancie, 1s asit were a 
H 2 Crow- 
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Crew which iobbeth at his eyes which feedeth it, and riketh 
him blindez and that which is worſt of all, maketh him in char 
caſc as he cannot ſee his blindeneſle and perdition. This Wiſe- 


Prou.z8.25., dometeacheth vs 3 Hethat 6 of a prowae heart ftirreth vp ſirefe. 
1.Kings 16 9, Zw971,through pride grew contentious, and fo feditious. For 


10,11,12. 


being Ciptaine of halte h:s Charets, bee conſpircd againſt the 
Kiog, and flew him, and raignedin his ſtecds. The Apoſile 


$Corine 3.33 7awl, a praQtiſed Phiſitian,caſting our water, findeth this to be 


Ecclcſ 18. 
Plai.7 2. 


Prou 6.16. 


the cauſe of this diſecſe, ſuying; Whereas there i among you en- 
ming, and riſe, and diufions, are ye not carnall? Wheretore,or. 
der this beaſltly afteftion of felfc-loue, as thou wouldeſt thy 
beaſt : for if thon beeſt co ride on an vnruke beaſt, thou haſt 
ſpurres at thine heeles, and a bridle in thine hand. If hee 
bectoo forwarde and would caſt thee , thou haſt a bridlc to 
checkchim and hold himin: if he be dull and will not goc,thou 
halt ſpurres to put to his flankes : ſo controle thy too extrava- 
gant affcions,and keep them in as it were with bit and bridle, 
that they get not the vpper hand ofthee , and let better reaſon 
and ſuggeſtion ſpurre and {tirre thy dulncſle , that thou maicſt 
go on forward in the right way of thy Chriſtian calling. In any 
wile take Wiſedomes counſel with thee, which ſaithz Doe not 
after thine owe luſtes : But lay and pray with Darid; Leage mee 
m the path of thy commanua1ement: , for rude am [, and romorant, 
and as a beaſt before thee . Secondly, an other cauſe is, becauſe 
peace is ajewel| of thatrateneſle and price, that the world can 
not giue it ; wherefore it 1s 1uſhce when one robbeth an other, 
hee thould looſe that 1s his owne : God taketh away the peace 
thatis ours, becauſe we tale away the honour that is his , and 
ſeruc himno better . There be ſixe things which the Lorde 
dooth hate, yca his ſoule abhorreth ſeaucn, the ſeaventh thing 
1s, one that raiſeth vp contentions among brethren, My bro- 
ther, thinke of this , and flee from it as from the face ofa Ser- 
pent. Itisdaungerous to play by the hole of this Aﬀpe, and to 
nouriſh inthy boſome this hons whelpe, to thine owne decay. 
The defeR of rightcouſneſle is the effeR of diſcorde : for men 
embrace pcacefor rightcouſneſle ſake; andby their ynrighte- 
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695 courſes they are divided. Wherefore the Kingly Prophet 
maketh righteouſneflc and peace to goc hand in hand roge» 
ther like Hyppocrates two twinnes in this piece of Antheme and 


Ode; Righteon/neſſe and peace hane kiſſed each other. Ax in'\ Plal-8y. 


well ordered clocke, the wheeles and inward implements are 


ſo framed , as they walke their circuites, circles and ſtations 4- 
hke, and they all concurrein metion, and reſt togcther,ſo that 


albeit there be very many peeces, yet in courſe and concord are 


all one : Soina Chriſtian Church and common-wealth there 


ſhould beſuch ſympathic of affeQions, as, though the parties 
be many , they ſhoulde ſo ſute and anſwer one an other in cor- 
reſpondencie of minde , asif they were conſolidated and co- 
adunated into ene body and minde, in preſerving the vnitie of 
the ſpirite, in the bond of peace, in the faithful apprehen- 
fron of the Apoſtles counſaile. For the kin2dorme of God is 
not meate nor drinke, but righteouſneſſe and peace. As the 
ſpirite dooth net give life to the members, vnleſle they be ioy- 
ned together : ſothe Spirite of God quickeneth not the mem- 
bers of the Church, vnleſſe they be vnited and bound faſt to- 
_=_ by the bond of peace . When Sa/owons Temple was in 
uilding, there was not within the Temple, ſo much ast' e 
 noyſe of an hammer heard; the timber and ſton- were broken 
and hewed without ; which aunſwereth the precept delivered 
by Salomon , Prepare thy woorke without , ard make ready thy 
things in the field, and after builde the how'e, It is the burthen 
of our Miniſterie, to builde a temple to the Lorde God of //- 
rael, by bringing a people to God, whomethe Apoltlc calleth 
lively ſtones, to be ioyned to the corner ſtone Chriſt Tefus:; 
Wherefore let vs handle our hammers withour,and ftrike the 
| enemies of the Goſpel, and not lift vp hand one againſt an o- 
ther. I winde vp this warning with the paſſionate ſpeech of 
Anguſtine to Hierome , in the controucrſie betweene him and 
Ruffines , which was then the argument of cucry ones mouth, 
the by-word of the people, and the great diſturbance of the 
peace of the Church ; Ur moneor, vt dolev, ut timeo, prociacrems 


ad pede; veltres flerem quantum valerem. rogarem Quantum ama 
3 | rem, 


Epheſ.4. 
Rom. 14.1\ 


Prou.24-27. 
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rent, numc rnmguermque pro ſeipſo, nunc itrumgue pro alters, & 
pro alys & maxime firms pro quibus Christus mortuns et , qui 
vos tanguam mm theatro vitx buins, cum magno ſui periculoſpeflant, 
we de yobu ea conſcribenao fpargati, que quanaoque concordumtes 
delere non poteritts, qni nunc concordare nolit : Andl ſpeaketo 
you, and to your learncd Zealous brethren in like maner : How 
am I mooued, how grieve I, and fcare? It Iwere with you, I 
ſhould fall before your feete, fo much as 1 loucd you, 1 ſhould 
i6reate you , I ſhould weepe my vttermoſt , 1 ſhould beleech 
cach onefor hi:nfelfe, and both for each other, and for others, 
eſpecially for thoſe for whome Chrift died , who beholde you 
as 1t were inthe ſtage of this life to their great danger, that you 
would not ſcatter thoſe things in your Sermons and W:itings 
of your fclues, which you can not reueiſe when you may be 
made friendes, who will not now be made friendes . Sixt!y, let 
my laſt words be as the latter raine that may giue fatneffe to the 
cloddes by the influence of the cloudes, that you putte not off 
your calling, the Lo:de hauing made you ſo able a Miniſterof 


the new Teſtament, inthe conceit that you haue taken againſt 


lawful diſcipline, maturitic of Ivdgement ſcanning and exami- 
niogit. You ſhall notoncly thereby corrupt the occaſion gi- 
uen you by God of dooinz much good by your godlylabours, 
but you ſhal be cauſa/ine qua 103,o0t much hurtful conſequence, 
while pcrhappes ſome Idoll Shepheard may fſucccede in your 
roome, that will not onely, not grudge at theſc orders, but wil 
make no conſcience of diſcharging his duetie in preaching vn- 
to them . If your owne conſcience doe not accuſe you in this 
courſe, I ſhall not accuſe youz goc in peace. But beit farre 
from me, to makefolitile account of my funRion, as to caſt it 
vp for ſo ſlender occaſion. If the difference were in matters of 
faith, then you ſhould doe well to contend with your vttermolt 
ſides, andnotto giue place to damnable dodrine, thoughit 
ſhould coſt luing and life too. Itis the cxhortation of bleſſed 
Inde , that we ſhould contend for the maintenance of the faith, 
which was once given vnto the Saintes . So did 24o/es againſt 
theidolatrous Amlekues, Toſi azainlt the Candaniter , Samp- 


ſon 


£7 
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{on againſt the Philiflines, Danid againſt the 2oabirer and Ede. 
rites, A/a, Ezechias, Toſras againit the Idole-mongers rounde 
about . Paw! had veric quicke and ſharpe contention againſt 
the Iewes, inthe fondamentall and maine poynt of our Iuſtifa- 
cation by faith , and againſt the ſe& and ſchoole of Philoſo- 
phers, in the cauſc of the trueth of religion : againſt idolatrous 
Gentiles and falfe brethren, who craftily crept in, to ſteale a- 
way the Chriſtians libertie. Ifthe Prince ſhall make lawes for 
Poperie, and commaund ys to worſhip an Image, wee wilfay 
with Dawe/s godly conſorts;O King,we will not worſhip the {= 
that thou haft ſet vp : Wee may not with _ indure a calfe 
in 1-aet, or with Danidthe offences of blood, 

the eating of ſwines fleſh, contrarie to law : and 7wnorbie ſhall 
be wiſhed to take heede of Alexander , and euery good Naboth 
to defend his vineyard with his blood,even the vineyard of the 
Lord of Hoſtes : and Ambro/e will firſt dic before hee will ſur 
render vp his Church'to Arrians ; there muſt :bſolutely be no 
league betweene vs and Papiſts. . But to {trite thus de /ana ca- 
prita, &- nodos inſcirpo querere: toſecke out knottes in ruſhes, 
ſo fo ranſake and perſecute the booke of Common prayer , as 
Laban did Iacob: (tuffe, with the ſharpeſt edge and curiofitie of 
witte, or wittes curioſitie 3 if you take ſuch felicitie , Nob non 
licet eſſe tam diſertis , wee haue no ſuch cultome, or the Church 
of God. leru/alem is nowe in as great an vproare, as it was 
when Chriſt was new borne . Thus haue you the abridge- 
ment of my counſell, the totall furnme whereof may be redu- 
ced to theſe wordes ofthe Apoſtle; hat/oener thimgs ave trae, 
what/oexer things are honeſt , whatſoener things are inft , whatſoe= 
wer things dre pure, what ſoener things pertaine to lone, whatſoener 
things are of good report if there be any vertue,or any praiſe. thinks 


an.3. 
Exod. 32, 
Pſal.16. 


or with Eleazar , Mac. 6. 


Matt.z 


Philip. 4.8. 


#n theſe things which you haxe both learned & receined,thoſe things + 


ao,and the God of peace ſhall be with you. T he God of peace gine a 
bleſſing to theſe labours , and dire them to the praiſe of his 
name, the peace efthe Church , and the common good , A- 
men, 
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Irenam ro all Secular par(ons, wiſheth more heede in their 
OWne Vocations , and eſſe imiermedung in matter of 
the Mimflerie. 


Avg.t0.Confef 6 Jo e ſchoole ofthe curious that bubily prie into the affaics 


of others, andare carclci[c of their owne, of whom Auge- 
fine much complained in his time, is very great, and more trou- 
bleſomeat this ere, Butno forte of people vader heauen are 
more n their ſore cies, and arc nighcr their ſtomackes, and 
more ct vpon the racke of their torne-tongues, thin the poore 
Minifters. T he very ſowter and cob'ct nowadayes , though 
his skill goth not beyond cheſhipper and the foote, will bee fo 
bold asto give a blow to them that are his head, with the fiſt of 
his eluiſhncs The Cooke,though all his learning le inthe Lare 
der-houſe,S his whole diſcretio: i> in dreſſing a dinner, yet wil 
hc beſawcing Diuinity & be too ſuwcy with ut: As that Empe « 
rours Cleatke of his kitchin was , who bartraycd the Bible as 
hee thought. good in defence of the diuinitie of the Arrians, 
whome theantient father Ba/ii thus ſnebbeth and. ccnſureth; 
T uum oft palmenta Caſaripraparare , non Euangelun exponere: 


Cooke, it isthy office to makeſawce for C2/ar,and not to con- 


ſer Scriptures ikea Preacher. A. fiwolous Fidler , if bee be 
not harping vpon chis ſtring , the. Churches governement, as. 
the biaſle of the worlde now gocth , is out of his clement. F- 
uery T ailer hath his ſhredding ſheares for the ceremowes, and 
hath a meaſure of his owne for the matcers of the Church, The. 
Smiths prentiſe wil not (tand out, buthſtech.to blow.the coales - 
of contention amopgvs . The common people wi take vp» 
on them to put on Aron; raiment,, the Rochct and habice of 
a Biſhopand Miniſter, and teach himwhat co do,, and how- 
to ſhape his ſermons to ſute theiraffeions.Now 40 all ot you, - 
howſocte ye be ſtiled,thatarc of the brotherhood of theſe bulie | 
bodies, I wiſh more heede and attendance be given to your ſc» 
uerall vocations, and not foto lcauc your {clues as you do, and 
take ſuch vagarics with the prodigall ſonne in /orginguar reg1- 
| nem, 


% 


of the Church of England. & 
one, into fo fairea coumrcy, the matter of Chureh: govern» 
ment being fo farre and wide from your profeſtion, and not to 


beſpanned and fadomed by thelength and reach cf your dil- 


cretion. It 15 the order our Sauiour Chriſt in the perion of the Luke ts, 


Bayiife calleth vs all vato, Gwe account of thy Stew.wrd/hip. Io 
make perſe the tickers and billesof our @wne accoinis,ls the 
neu*r finithed worke of our ſhort lives, though we neuer chop 
intoothers ations. Wee cannot beltow our tne beticr than 
vpon our (cJues : and never is1t wootle with vs at home, chan 
when our aftcQions ate wooll-gathering, and abroade pinx- 
Ing and poaring into forraine affares . When the mailter of 
the houſe is at home, the ſeruants are more diigent, and folow 
their worke the better : Be thou at home, and wich tity (elle, 
and the woorke of thy calling will be in more forwardnetle, 
When a houſeis to be (et vp, if the mailter woorkeman beat 
hand, euery vnder-labourer ismore h:edefull co his buſinelle; 
who eafily Ly hold on the vantage of his abſcnce to prate, plays 
ſleepe, andco giue vp themſelues to aſupine negligence : Itis 
thus with vs when the hartcbat is the chicf commander that gi- 
ucth the onſet, and learneththe hand to work,the tong to talke, 
| thecieto ſee,and euery part to do her duetic and obey, 15 19 att» 
other commonwealth, and is a ſtranger in his owne. The man 
that attendeth to his owne charge, and containeth himlclte 
within the limites and liſteggfhis owne duectie : 1s ike to [4c05 
that kept at home and obtained the bleſfing of hisfather /2aac- 
but the ſtraggler, that coaſteth vp and downe, and will be a 
medler,is to be compared to E/aw, who while he roaucd about 


for veniſon, loſt his fathers bleſſing. The fooles foote trudg- Eccletiaft.z. 


eth apace to his neighbours heuſe, ſaith the Wiſemaa ; the 
meaning is,that the "Aw of hisaffeions neuverſtand fill, bur 
walke and trauiſe through every ones vocation. T here is no 0- 
ther kinde of merchants befide this that will deale with fuch 
Wayes,as not onely are notlucre,buta certaine lofle vntothem. 
Itis notonly notcomodions, but very odious,fo to wade vpto 
the ch inthe ncedlefle officeof a fcrutinor of others maners, 


and to {iit rhem to the courtc ft braine, and m the meane while 
OuTſe 


% 


Matth.13. 


Iohn 21. 
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overſlip his ownein moft remiſſe and careleſſe manner . The 
river that oue: floweth his banckes, with his rage of inundation 


| ſweepethi ea beeſomme all the filth an4foyle from the ſides, 


and maketh cleanethe banckes ; butin the meane while, while 
it licketh vp the pelfe of that place, it polluteth and defilethit 
ſclfe with it. So whileſt thou exceedeſt thy boundes, as the 
ſtreame his banckes by over-runmng others doings, thou thalt 
the more clarific and wſtfie them, and condemne thine owne. 
'The good busbandman ſoweth his owne ground onely : it is 
the duell that ſoweth and ſtroweth his baggage of tares , and 
wilde weedes in anothers field. When Petey was (opeit as hee 
would needes knowe what /ehn ſhovld doe : Chriſt ratled him 
roundly with this ſhorte and (hatpe anſwerez What «that to 
thee? If weeinas godly diſcretivn and conſcience as any that 
withſtand it, can willingly enteitaine the tolerable outward po- 
vernement of the Church, what hach any man to doe with vs? 
who art thou that iudgeſt and condemneſt vs? and who mide 
thec a moderator ouer vs ? who atte thou thatiudgeſt another 
mans ſeruane, {.ath the Apoſtle Zamer, There is out one Lawe- 
giver, whois able to ſane anddefirry : Who arte thow that indger? 
a other: ſernant? (ſaicth Saint Paw?) We heb allfiand before the 
Tribunal jeate of ( briſt, (aieth the fame Apoſtle, from' whence 
hee inferreth this fentence of exhortuton, as a iuſt coherence 
and conſequence. [udgencr cheroggee before the rime , will the 
Lord commieth, whe ſpall lighten thoſe thing that are done indarke- 


_ nefſe, andſhullrrneale the ſecret! of thebeartts, and then ſhall ene- 


rie one have praiſe of God . Place theſe Scriptures inone-clafbe, 
and ſure them together, and they give thee cluſters of nota - 
ble condufions ; Becauſe he isan other ourtot thy skiane, ant] 
of a forrame bodie : ſecondly, and h.ah another maiſter i third- 
ly, and is thy brother : fourthly, and thatone-Lawe-viger brs 
maiſter hath power of life and death;and bis Lawe moſt be the 
Tudge : fiftly, and the time of Aflifes and tizaot yer 
come. Fortheſecaufes tudgenot another. Ifthou becſt a ma- 
giltrate, wdge hm by law : if a priume wan, hadge hin m lone; 
and firſt indyethy , leſtthou be ingged. It cheſe reaſons 

; may 
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of the Charch of Exnglanil. 
may hauenorule ouer your butyour mult needes bee 
the ſcourge of the ceremonies, and of ſuchas them; 
taxingand traducing vs 2s Papiſtes, or Proftorszand-Protec- 
tors of Popitſh traſh to ſuch derrators , 'and carowfers 'rather 
than correors. We anſwer as Awgwitine againſt Penhewme,: to 
his wrengfull defamation laide aganſtthar father in clife of he- 
reticall prauitie and maintenaunce of theaſlertions of the'Ma- 
niches; Now ſans Manicharna, ehigite ens credatus, ego ſam ex area 
_ Chriſti: fi malng, tum patea : fi bones bon [um : non 
eff autems bhuius cure ventilabriam lmgua Petifiani : lam no M 
nichee, chooſe whome ye will =. » I am of Chriſts thre- 
ſhing floore': if I be cuill given, then am I chaffe, if well affec- 
ted, then am I good againe: howſocuer, Per:4an; tongue muſt 
not bethe ſame thac muſt ſift mee. Yea to ſuch hath this ſen- 
tence of Scripture application 3 Stand aparte, co:ne not neere 
teme: For /emholier than thow, There have neuer ſuch bin 
wanting, of whome Sexec« ſpeaketh ©; etiam te per ornamen- 
14 ferient : that ſhall ſtrike thee by thy vertues : Anditisthe 
ſame wiſe mansobſeruation * V3-qai/que of ronterapti/[iooe , ita 
ſolutiſſime lingua oft - the enorerhe 15cofitewptible, the 
morc is his tengue ſoluble. There  nolingalic thanto 
reprooue an other, and nothing harder thanco know himſclfe, 
as thePhiloſopher Tibaves fpeakes ighvyy Ifwec have choſen 
the worſt partein the appreheaſrorefithe moderne gouerne- 
ment ; that is aodifpenſation-to.you co tftrange.your (clues 
from our Sermons. Our good ſayings doe appert.ine to youz 
our euill dooings belong to ys alone: leave vs that 1s ours, and 
in the feare of God, take you that is yours. If we heale notour 
ewne ſores, as it becommeth ys while we cure your woundes: 
If our ſalte may ſeaſon you, though it looſeth his fauour in our 
ſelues : If wee while wee are as a piller of fire to lighten your 
darkeneſle, are darkencfle our ſclues : If winic we frame you 
an Arke, ſuffer ſhippewrackc our {clues : If while wee leade 

ou towardes Cann the promiſed Land, wee our ſelues die 
locks way : If white we preach to others, wee becomereproe 
, and cate notof the 
fruits 


bates our (clucs : 18 we than a Vineyard 
: 7 
L232 


Libr.z.de Bap. 


contr. Donat. 
A cap.10, c4p.1 2. 


Iſai.65.94 


Fenecs. 


OE et noon WET err TOO ROT FLEE, Ft TIES OT mae 20s ASA OSS AS Sgt no gn, 
es 4 : | 


Of the Kites and Ceremonies Oc. 
fruites thereof: If wee fowe, andreape nor; firow, and g 
not : Beityntovsas we have deferued :-and you in the _ 
while doe thedueticthat is commanded you..Benot offended 
with our infirmitie , the Potter hath made vs ſo , and wee are 
his workemanſhip. Howlſoeuer the Minifter doth carric him 
ſclfe, thou are charged: inthe perſons of the Theſſa/onians by 

Thefl 5.20, 24% notto deſpiſe his prophecic. Thisis the furnme and ſab- 
» Cnc, $20 Rtanceof my coundaile ; and the Lorde God yiue 
T vato thee vaderſianding in all things, 


AMEN. 
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